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Journal  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 


IMB  commissions  55  new  missionaries 
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SACRAMENTO,  Calif.  (BP) —  center,  the  ways  Christ's  call  then  that  I  knew 

One  couple  sold  a  farm  they  had  changed  their  li\'es  were  equal-  that  God  was  call- 

worked  nard  to  acquire.  Another  Iv  dramatic.  ing  me  to  interna- 

st>ld  most  of  their  possessions.  "I  was  brought  up  in  a  tional  missions." 

Others  gave  up  lucrative  careers,  Buddhist  family  in  Korea,"  said  As  the  55  were 

including  one  who  was  a  special  one  of  the  missionaries,  who  is  commissioned  dur- 
assistant  to  a  prominent  gover-  going  to  an  undisclost'd  country’,  ing  the  closing  ses- 
nor  in  the  Soutli  —  all  to  follow  ''I  became  a  Christian  at  40  vears  sion  of  the  Calif- 
the  Lord's  command  to  ser\'e  of  age  when  the  Holy  Spirft  uti-  ornia  Southern 
overseas  and  share  Jesus  Christ  lized  John  8:32  to  convict  me."  Baptist  Conven- 
with  unbelievers.  Said  that  new  missionarv's  tion's  annual  meet- 

For  others  of  Southern  spouse:  "I  also  was  reared  in  a  ing.  Southern 
Baptists'  55  newest  career  and  Buddhist  familv.  1  became  a  Baptists'  ethnic 
associate  international  mission-  Christian  in  1983  through  the  rainbow  was  clear- 
aries,  appointed  Nov.  17  in  the  witnessing  of  a  friend."  ly  visible. 

Sacramento,  Calif.,  convention  Rob  Bum.s,  who  speaks  with  a  Near  the  end  of^^^H^H 

thick  British  accent,  recounted,  "I  his  commissioning 

careiT  Interna-  fl| 

soccer,  but  Mission 

injury' at  age  24, 1  wondercxi  how  Board  (1MB)  Pres-  W  g 

God  coulu  use  me.  Ten  years  ago  Jerr\  Rankin  •  I  V  J 

left  Erigland,  answering  a  call  to  that  African  M  .  *  r  4 

America,  to  preach  the  gosix*!  Americans,  Koa'an- 
a  medium.  Americaas,  a  Filip- 

"Now,  God  is  calling  us  to  inivAmerican,  New  PRAYER 

Smith  Wales  in  Western  Europe  2[ealand-Americans,  Internati 

as  an  evangelistic  resource  and  British-Ameri- I 
using  sports.''  cans  were  among 

Bums'  wife  Jenny  said:  "Gixl  the  appointees.  Calit.  (BP  pi 
is  combining  my  sports  back-  His  observ'ation 
ground  and  the  wonumus  things  ech<x?d  comments  by  California 
ne  has  done  in  my  life  to  mach  a  Baptist  Executive  Director 
nation  that  once  sent  pioneer  Fermin  A.  Whittaker,  who 
missioairies  into  a  lost  world  but  opened  the  commissioning  ser- 
ha\'e  now  them.selves  sunk  into  a  \'ice  by  noting  his  Panamanian 
post-Christian  era."  background  and  thanking 

Ramel  Cuenca,  an  Southern  Baptists  for  caring 
American-Filipino  married  to  enough  to  send  missionaries  to 
the  daughter  of  IMB  missionar-  his  countr\'. 
ies  to  the  Philippines,  said:  National  Baptist  conventions 

"When  I  was  in  high  school,  I  around  the  world  are  joining 
was  listening  to  the  testimonies  Southern  Baptists  in  sending 
of  a  group  of  young  missionar-  missionaries  cross-culturally, 
ies  from  the  United  States  at  said  Aver\'  Willis,  IMB  senior 
one  of  the  meetings  during  a  vice  president  for  ov'erseas 
spiritual  emphasis  week.  It  was  operations. 
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A  CHARGE  TO  KEEP  —  Difficult  experiences  missionaries  encounter 
overseas  often  are  the  key  to  witnessing.  International  Mission  Board 
President  Jerry  Rankin  told  55  new  Southern  Baptist  missionaries  Nov. 
17  in  Sacramento,  Calif.  When  nationals  see  missionaries  practicing 
their  faith  amid  difficult  circumstances,  it  captures  their  attention  and 
points  them  to  God,  he  said.  (BP  photo  by  Roy  M.  Burroughs) 


IMB  trustees  struggle  with  overseas  budget  needs 


SACRAMENTO,  Calif.  (BP)  —  With  While  board  officials  say  they  desperate-  top  5,0(X)  by  mid-2000.  Five  years  ago,  the 

new  fields  opening  worldwide  and  record  ly  need  the  $125  million  goal  to  meet  grow-  total  number  hovered  around  4,000. 

numbers  of  people  hearing  God's  call  to  ing  needs  overseas,  they  told  trustee's  they  About  18”o  of  the  5,000  are  appointed 
overseas  missions,  trustees  of  the  Southern  canne^t  automatically  assume  Southern  for  two  ye'ars,  which  creates  a  constant 

Baptist  International  Mission  Board  (IMB)  Baptists  will  increase  their  Lottie  Moon  need  for  training  replacements, 

wrestled  Nov.  15-17  in  Sacramento,  Calif.,  giving  this  year  by  the  nearly  25%  needed.  On  Nov.  17,  at  the  close  of  the  meeting, 
with  how  to  stretch  limited  financial  Trustc'es  approved  a  change  in  the  brxird's  the  board  appointed  55  new  career  and 
resources  far  enough  to  co\  er  all  the  needs,  oversi'as  capital  fund,  allowing  35‘’<i  of  the  associate  missionarie.s,  bringing  the  total  in 

In  the  end,  they  approved  a  record  yearly  allocation  from  that  fund  to  be  ust'd  to  that  category  to  295  —  the  sexTond-highest 

$256.6  million  budget  but  had  to  make  a  $3  rent  bousing  fc>r  missionaries.  In  the  past,  the  number  ever  appointed  in  one  year, 

million  special  appropriation  from  board  fund  could  only  be  usexi  for  purchasing  hous-  IMB  President  Jerr)-  Rankin  and  other 
reser\’es  for  special  nonrecurring  projects  ing  and  autom(4)iles.  Boarcl  officials  said  the  senior  administrators  told  trustc'es  that  try- 

—  four  million  dollars  Ic'ss  than  what  mis-  change  was  ntxx?ssaiy’  because  buying  hous-  ing  to  balance  rising  nc'eds  overseas  against 

sionaries  said  they  ncx'ded.  ing  is  often  not  possible  or  economically  wise  known  available  financial  resources  had 

The  budget  included  $226.4  million  for  in  some  of  the  new  areas  amund  the  world  created  one  of  the  most  difficult  budgeting 

operating  expenses,  $14.4  million  for  capital  where  board  personnel  are  working.  processes  they  had  ever  experienced, 

outlays,  and  $811,885  for  special  contingen-  Trustees  also  decided  to  d(3ay  until  Trustees  passed  a  resolution  asking  IMB 

cies.  A  $15  milliort  "challenge"  budget  also  Januaiy  action  on  a  $22.8  million  request  staff  to  move  up  to  _ _ 

was  approved  and  would  bwome  (^rative  for  expanding  the  Missionary  Learning  September  from  November  I  — 'v 

if  Southern  Baptist  giving  to  the  1999  Lottie  Center  in  RocKville,  VA.  The  expansion  is  the  presentation  of  a  "rough 

Moon  Christmas  Offering  reaches  its  $125  necessary  because  of  the  swelling  numbers  draft"  of  the  2001  budget  so  Task  ^ 
million  goal.  The  offering  last  year  raised  of  new  missionary  candidates.  The  total  they  would  have  longer  to  lig 
slightly  more  than  $101  million.  number  of  IMB  missionaries  is  expected  to  study  that  budget.  _ — ^ 


Loving  the  Lost 


%  Unfinished  Task  liil 


WnoW  ot  Prayer  for  International  Missions 
and 

Intpmational  Mission  Study 


Lottie  Moon  Chnstmas  Offering  goal  S125  million 


Heroes  for  our  generation 


he  network  television  broadcast  last  There  are  no  Nazis  to  fight, 
veek  of  the  megabit  movie  of  yester-  the  Berlin  Wall  has  fallen,  the 
/ear.  Raiders  of  the  Lost  Ark,  in  which  Chinese  have  become  our 
litable  archaeology  professor  Indiana  business  partners,  and  the 
fights  all  manner  of  natural  and  man-  world  is  safe  for  democracy, 
obstacles  to  recover  the  Ark  of  the  Nothing  could  be  farther 
lant,  brought  to  mind  the  similarly-  from  the  truth.  There  are 
it  efforts  of  our  missionaries  in  many  missionaries  today  who  con- 
?  same  places  in  which  the  film's  tinue  to  risk  their  lives  for 
;  were  set.  the  cause  of  Christ. 

,  Southern  Baptist  missionaries  aren't  There  was  the  young  son 
ling  for  the  Ark  or  battling  Nazis,  but  of  a  missionary  who  was 
ny  cases  they  are  dodging  bullets  and  attacked  by  killer  bees  in  the 
by  their  wits  so  they  won't  be  middle  of  a  jungle,  and  died 
deterred  from  their  mission  —  to  when  he  fell  bom  a  cliff  while 
help  bring  a  lost  world  to  a  saving  battling  the  bees  for  his  life, 
knowledge  of  Jesus  Christ.  There  was  the  missionary 

In  this  special  Season  of  Prayer  who  was  murdered  as  he  sat 
for  International  Missions,  it  is  fit-  in  his  pickup  truck  in  the 
ting  to  recomize  those  among  us  front  yard  of  his  house,  the 
who  literally  risk  every  thii^  to  victim  of  an  apparent  robbery, 
accomplish  that  mission.  By  God's  There  was  the  mission- 
grace,  the  vast  majority  of  them  ary's  wife  beaten  to  death  by 
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|0  you  believe  that 


Development,  "Informed  women 
are  inspired  women  who  become 
influential  Christians." 

Missions  Mosaic  informs  you 
about  the  needs  of  the  unreacned 
people  groups  in  our  world  and 
those  who  are  ministering 
amon^  them.  Praying  "God  bless 
the  missionaries''  once  you  are 
informed  is  not  specific  enough 
to  open  these  dark  places  to  the 
light  of  Jesus  Christ.  It  will  take 
informed,  inspired  praying  to 
rtMch  our  world  witn  the  mes¬ 
sage  of  salvation. 

As  you  participate  in  the 
Week  of  Prayer  events  and  per¬ 
sonal  prayer  times,  pray  consis¬ 
tently  for  those  working  among 
the  unreached  people  groups? 
Ask  God  to  grant  them  an  abun¬ 
dance  of  patience  and  creativity 
as  they  try  to  establish  a  credible 
witness  with  their  group.  Ask 
God  to  protect  them  and  sup¬ 
port  them  in  the  difficult  places. 

Also  pray  for  the  people  they 
are  trying  to  reach.  Ask  Gcxl  to 
create  openness  to  the  gospel  in 
their  hearts.  Pray  that  the  Bible 
and  the  "Jesus'*  film  will  be 
available  in  their  language  so 
they  may  know  for  themselves 
that  Gcxl  loves  them  and  has  a 
purpose  for  their  lives. 

‘  Your  informed  prayers  for 
missions  ccTuld  be  the  inspira¬ 
tion  you  need  to  give  sacrifi- 
cially  this  season. 

Lee,  xrho  rei<ides  in  Georgia,  is  a 
registered  ntirse. 


Guest  Opinion 


LJing,  for  Week  of  Prayer 
missionaries  makes  a  difference? 

Consider  Cheryl  Derbyshire, 
who  serves  in  Thailand.  She  was 
featured  in  the  1998  Week  of 
Prayer  for  International  Mi.ssions 
emphasis.  She  credits  that  prayer 
effort  on  her  behalf  with  nring- 
ing  500  people  to  her  annual 
Christmas  program.  She  wrote  in 
the  September  1999  issue  of 
Missions  Mosaic  magazine,  "1 
want  ycTur  prayer  warriors  to 
know  what  tney  did  for  me  and 
the  work  hem  in  Thailand." 

Cheryl's  testimony  is  com¬ 
monplace  among  missionaries. 
They  always  express  apprecia¬ 
tion  for  the  pra\er  support  of 
members  of  Woman's 
Missionary  Union  (WMU).  A 
few  years  ago,  an  international 
missionary  told  the  WMU  exec¬ 
utive  bc^ard,  "If  WMU  ever 
stops  praying  for  missionaries. 
I'm  coming  home." 

Praying  for  our  missionaries 
and  giving  of  our  a*sources  to  aid 
in  the  work  of  overseas  missions 
is  at  the  heart  of  who  we  are  in 
WMU.  While  it  is  a  daily  activity 
for  most  of  our  members,  once  a 
year  we  seek  to  draw  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  our  entire  congregation  to 
fcKUs  on  international  missions. 
We  call  it  the  Week  of  Prayer  for 
International  Missions  and  the 
Lottie  Mcx>n  Christmas  Offering 
for  International  Missions. 

WMU's  commitment  to  ewer- 
seas  missions  beean  with  their 


LAYOUT/DESIC'.N 
loylin  Ddvis 


Does  prayer  make 
a  difference? 

By  Wanda  Lee,  national  president 
Woman's  Missionary  Union 
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lo\e  for  Lottie  Moon,  whea 
served  as  a  Southern  Baptist 
missionary  to  China  1873-1912. 
When  WKlU  was  founded  in 
1888,  one  of  its  first  actions  was 
to  c'stablish  an  offering  goal  of 
$2000  to  send  two  mi.ssic^naries 
to  help  Lottie  in  China.  Over 
$3000  was  receiv'ed  in  that  first- 
ever  Christmas  offering;  enough 
to  send  three  missionaries. 


While  money  is  vital  for  the 
ongoing  work'  overseas,  mis¬ 
sionaries  consistently  say  the 
thing  they  need  mosf  is  prayer. 
Scripture  supports  their 
requests  with  tne  words  of 
James:  "The  prayer  of  the  right¬ 
eous  is  powerful  and  effective" 
(Ja.  5:16  NRSV). 

Mildred  Mc.Murray  wrote  in 
her  bcx>k.  Spiritual  Life 
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Commission:  Sudan  providing  litmus  test 

WASHINGTC^  (BP)  —  The  slaughter  livestock.  The  regime  Kosovo,  Bosnia,  and  East  Timor  this  fight  with  you,"  he  sai 
pereecution  of  Christians  and  conducts  Iwmbing  campaigns,  is  "almost  dwarfed  by"  the  two  The  states  of  California,  Ne 
others  in  Sudan  is  a  litmus  test  with  hospitals  among  tne  tar-  million  killed  in  Sudan.  lersev.  New  York  and  Wiscons 


he  said. 

The  states  of  California,  New 
Jersey,  New  York  and  Wisconsin 
The  U.S.  "is  beginning  to  stir,  are  shareholders  in  Talisman, 
but  we  are  compelled  to  act  far  Shannon  Royce,  legislative 
more  forcefully  than  we  have  counsel  for  the  Southern 
done,"  said  Saperstein,  director  Baptist  Ethics  &  Religious 
of  the  Religious  Action  Center  Liberty  Commission,  said  the 
of  Reform  Judaism.  conference  was  a  step  in  an 

"In  World  War  II,  so  many  effort  "to  try  to  make 
people  in  Germany,  even  in  the  Americans,  and  particularly 
Allied  countries,  were  able  to  American  Christians,  aware 
say,  'We  didn't  know  [about  the  that  there  truly  is  a  crisis  in 
Holocaust].  We  didn't  know.'  Sudan. 

"We  know  what  is  happen-  "The  first  step  of  any  legisla- 
ing  in  Sudan.  The  world  tive  effort  is  to  demonstrate  a 
knows.  There  is  no  justification  need.  So  we  are  raising  aware- 
for  the  silence  that  has  too  long  ness  of  a  vital  need." 
afflicted  Sudan,  and  religious  Don  Kammerdiener,  execu- 
persecution  is  a  major  piece  of  tive  vice  president  of  the 
It,"  Saperstein  said.  International  Mission  Board, 

The  commission,  which  was  and  Royce  attended  the  meeting, 
established  by  last  year's 
International  Religious  Free¬ 
dom  Act,  has  chosen  Sudan  as 
one  of  three  countries  it  will 
focus  on  in  its  first  year  of  work. 

A  critical  way  of  influencing  jr 
the  situation  in  Sudan  involves 

China,  one  of  the  other  countries  i 

targeted  by  the  commission, 
attendees  at  the  Nov.  9  meeting 

were  told.  The  only  "significant  Legislation  has  been  intro- 
oil  field"  China  has  found  is  in  duced  that  would  condemn  the 
the  Sudan,  and  the  communist  human  rights  violations  in 
giant  is  "not  going  to  let  it  go,"  Sudan,  increase  pressure  for  the 
said  Dennis  Bennett,  founder  of  United  Nations  to  act  and 
ViTrade.com  and  an  expjert  on  reform  relief  efforts  so  assis- 
Sudan's  economy.  tance  would  reach  the  victims 

The  China  National  Petrol-  of  the  National  Islamic  Front, 
eum  Corp.,  China's  state-owned  The  Sudan  Peace  Act  is  S. 
oil  company,  is  a  heavy  investor  1453  in  the  Senate  and  H.R.  2906 
in  an  oil  pipeline  in  Sudan  com-  in  the  House  of  Representatives. 


with  hospitals  among  tl.^ _ 

gets.  At  least  100,000  Sudanese 


BAPTISTS 


About  200  peo-  & 
pie  in  a 

^nate  office  build- 
ing  for  a  summit  on 

country  that  has  \ 

been  rated  one  of  \ 

worst 

examples  reli- 

persecution 
in  recent  years.  The 
meeting  came  as 
part  of  a  growing 
to  bring  pres- 

sure  by  the  United  ^  ^ 

States  and  the  inter-  J 

national  communi-  ^ 

ty  on  the  Sudanese  V  M  jfl 

government  \  ^  B 

Two  million  peo-  V 

pie  have  died  dur-  B 

ing  the  decade  ■ 

in  the  war  B 

between  the  mili-  I 

tant  Islamic  regime 

in  Khartoum  and  COUNTRY  IN  NEED  —  Though  one  work- 
the  rebel  forces  of  er  describes  the  Arab  Muslims  of  Sudan  as 
the  Sudanese  "poster  children  for  lostness,"  Southern  Baptists 
People's  Liberation  must  remember  that  no  country  is  closed  to 
Army  and  as  a  the  activity  of  the  Holy  Spirit  —  and  pray 
result  of  war-relat-  accordingly.  (IMB  photo) 

ed  causes.  The - ■ 

regime  si^ports  raids  by  its  died  of  starvation  last  year  as  a 
trixjps  of  Christian  and  ammist  result  of  the  regime's  intention- 
villages  in  the  southern  part  of  al  withholding  of  food  aid  to  its 
the  country,  but  sometimes  people.  From  4  to  5  million 
even  of  moderate  Muslim  areas,  nave  had  to  flee  their  homes. 

The  soldiers  frequently  kill  David  Saperstein,  chairman 
men  and  kidnap  women  and  of  the  U.S.  Commission  on 
children  to  take  them  back  as  International  Religious 

slaves  to  the  northern  part  of  Freedom,  reminded  the  atten- 
Sudan  or  another  country.  The  dees  the  number  of  people 
troops  also  burn  crops  and  killed  in  Rwanda,  the  Congo, 
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NASHVILLE,  Term.  (BP)  —  To  provide  Internet  access  that 
families  and  churches  can  trust,  LifeWay  Christian  Resources 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  is  offering  filtered  access  to 
the  World  Wide  VNfeb  via  "LifeWayonline,"  effective  Dec.  1. 

LifeWay  is  partnering  with  Rated-G  Online,  an  established 
Internet  service  provider  with  ffie  latest  generation  of  filtering  sys- 

+  tem,  Ted  Warren, 

LifeWay  executive 
^  vice  president  and 

LifeWavon/ine 


WAITING  TO  DIE  —  An  old 
man  lies  beside  a  house  in  a 
cemetery  where  Sufi  Muslims 
perform  dervish  dances  on 
Friday.  Dying  people  come 
here  for  people  of  the  area  to 
care  for  them.  Giving  to  the 
poor  is  one  of  the  five  pillars  of 
Islam.  (BP  photo) 


Three  Southern  Baptist  missionary  families  in  El  Salvador  escape 
injury  during  widespread  attacks  by  leftist  rebels  that  killed  127  people. 
One  missionary  family,  John  and  Peggy  Alums  and  their  two  children, 
experience  an  especially  close  call. 


d^veied  from  ffie  sites  is  family  frioidiy,  Warren  said. 

The  cost  of  si^>sciibing  to  LifeWaycmlim  is  $19.95  per  mtmffi, 
p2ud  mod^y.  Subscribers  may  pay  m  advance  for  six  months  of 
service  asKl  receive  a  10%  discc^t  for  a  monthly  rate  of  $17.95 
or  pay  in  advance  for  12  months  of  service  anci  receive  a  20% 
discount  and  a  mondily  rate  of  $15.95.  The  rate  includes  eve^- 
thing  on  the  site  and  national  dial-up  service,  iiKiuding  Canada. 
Locm  access  is  available  in  more  thw  1,000  U.S.  dties.  The  rate 
also  iTK^udes  unlimited  mcmthly  access,  four  e-mail  accounts, 
cm-line  shopping  and  classes,  5mG  personal  web  space,  high 
speed  56Ubps  access  and  technical  support. 

For  infonmatkHi  or  to  subscribe  to  LifeWayonline,  call  toll  fnee 
at  1-888-4^5965,  pick  up  a  free  installation  CD  at  any  LifeWay 
Ghristian  Store  or  subscribe  tm-line  at  www.lifewayonline.com. 


The  1979  Language  Ministries  Volunteer  of  file  Year  Award  is  presented  to 
Wini  Harris  at  the  annual  meeting  of  Jackson  Association  in  Pascagoula. 
Harris  is  the  director  of  prefect  HOPE,  a  conversational  English  program  at 
First  Church,  Pascagoula.  She  is  a  member  of  VVfoodhaven  Church,  Pascagoula. 


With  the  snowed-capped  Monte  Christo  mountains  as  a  backdrop,  250 
Baptists  gather  to  dedicate  a  special  site  for  a  new  Southern  Baptist  assem¬ 
bly  near  Glorieta,  New  Mexico.  Like  Ridgecrest  Assembly  in  North 
Carolina,  the  new  western  facility  will  be  for  all  Southern  Baptists. 
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The  B.vmsT  Record 


First  Church,  Dallas,  joining  SBTC  group 


DALLAS  (BP)  —  First  Church,  Dallas, 
voted  Nov.  17  to  loosen  its  nearly  century- 
long  relationship  with  the  Baptist  General 
Convention  of  Texas  (BGCT)  and  join  the 
Southern  Baptists  of  Texas  Convention 
(SBTC)  that  Claims  to  be  more  theologically 
conservative  and  professes  closer  ties  to 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  (SBC). 

In  a  near-unanimous  voice  vote  among 
the  approximately  300  members  in  a 
church  Dusiness  session,  the  church  elected 
to  dually  align  with  both  conventions 
while  continuing  to  monitor  the  activities 


Patterson  Place  celebrated 


On  hand  for  an  Oct.  27  open  house  at  the  recently-completed 
Patterson  Place  adult  lodge  at  Camp  Garaywa  in  Clinton  were  (from 
left)  Ashley  McCaleb,  former  consultant  in  the  Mississippi  Woman's 
Missionary  Union  (WMU)  Department;  Jimmy  McCaleo,  consultant 
in  the  M^ississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  Church  Music 
Department;  Trish  Simmons,  former  WMU  consultant;  Kay 
Cassibry,  WMU  executive  director;  Kermit  McGregor,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Mendenhall,  and  president  of  the  \fississippi  Baptist 
Convention;  and  Debbie  Sills,  WMU  consultant.  (Photo  by  William 
H.  Perkins  Jr.) 


of  a  BGCT  leadership  that  has  been  dis¬ 
tancing  the  state  convention  from  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  (SBC). 

The  vote  came  after  a  presentation  by 
Mac  Brunson,  First  Baptist's  senior  pastor, 
in  which  he  shared  the  findings  and  recom¬ 
mendations  from  a  year-long  study  con¬ 
ducted  by  a  six-member  deacon  committee. 

The  committee  produced  a  sweeping  18- 
page  report  that  contains  100  documented 
sources  linking  nearly  100  BGCT  leaders  to 
the  Cooperative  B^tist  Fellowship  (CBF) 
and  Texas  Baptists  Committed,  two  organi¬ 
zations  of  Baptist  moderates  opposed  to 
the  SBC,  and  a  host  of  theologically  and 
politically  liberal  organizations  also  critical 
of  the  SBC's  conservative  stances  on  bibli¬ 
cal  and  moral  concerns. 

Brunson  and  W.A.  Criswell,  First 
Baptist's  pastor  emeritus,  said  in  a  joint 
statement  following  the  vote: 

"It  is  apparent  that  the  BGCT,  under  the 
elected  leadership  at  its  own  admission  is 
moving  away  from  its  historic  relationship, 
commitment,  and  ccxiperation,  with  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

"With  abst>lutely  no  malice  or  criticism  of 
our  brothers  and  sisters  in  the  BGCT,  but  with 
sad  heads,  we  loosen  our  ties,  but  with  great 
anticipation  that  God  is  about  to  do  some¬ 
thing  new,"  Brunson  and  Criswell  stated. 

Some  observers  believe  the  decision  by 
First  Dallas  to  join  the  Southern  Baptists  of 
Texas  Convention  is  but  the  first  of  dozens 
of  churches  expected  to  join  the  fledgling 
convention  in  tne  coming  weeks. 

The  SBTC  has  grown  from  130  to  260 
member  churches  in  just  its  first  year  with 
its  staunch  support  of  the  SBC,  its  belief  in 
the  inerrancy  and  infallibility  of  Scripture, 
and  its  zeal  for  evangelism,  missions,  and 
church  planting. 

"I've  been  impressed  with  their  [the 
SBTC's]  tremendous  spirit,"  Brunson  said. 
While  not  criticizing  any  individuals,  he 
noted  that  the  SBTC  "has  not  been  attack¬ 
ing  the  BGCT,  yet  the  BGCT  is  constantly 
harping  on  anything  the  SBC  dws  in  order 
to  find  fault." 

When  asked  if  First  Dallas  would  com¬ 
pletely  sever  its  ties  with  the  BGCT  and 


align  solely  with  the  SBTC  in  the  future, 
Brunson  replied,  "I  think  that's  something 
the  church  will  revisit  in  the  next  year." 

Brunson  said  the  action  came  after  "much 
prayer  and  agony,"  but  that  the  church  felt 
''strongly  about  our  commitment  to  the  SBC 
and  our  nistoric  commitment  to  evangelism, 
missions,  and  church  planting." 

Among  the  points  raised  in  the  deacon 
committee's  report: 

♦  The  BGCT  s  dwindling  enthusiasm  for 
the  Cooperative  Program.  While  calling  the 
Cooperative  Program  "the  greatest  volun¬ 
tary  funding  program  in  the  history  of 
Christendom,"^  the  committee  determined 
that  BGCT  leadership  in  recent  years  has 
"reduced  not  only  the  percentage  amount 
of  Cooperative  Program  money  allocated 
to  the  ^uthem  Baptist  Convention  but  has 
changed  the  historical  definition  of  the 
Cooperative  Program  itself." 

♦  How  those  who  hold  a  contrary  view 
of  biblical  integrity,  truth  and  cooperation 
over  the  past  20  years  hav'e  created  "other 
denominational  entities  that  more  nearly 
reflect  their  own  diversity  and  higher  criti¬ 
cal  views,  and  have,  when  in  control,  shift¬ 
ed  the  direction  of  some  state  con\'entions." 

The  deacons  were  particularly  alarmed 
at  the  activity  of  Texas  Baptists  Committed, 
regarded  by  conservatives  as  the  political 
arm  of  the  CBF. 

♦  How  the  BGCT  includes  the  CBF  in  its 
"cooperative  program"  plan  under  the 
Option  2  budget. 

As  a  result  of  the  deacon  committee's 
findings,  the  following  recommendations 
were  made: 

♦  First  Dallas  will  maintain  a  voice  with¬ 
in  the  BGCT  by  continuing  to  send  $24,000 
annuallv  of  its  Cooperative  Program  gifts 
to  the  BGCT. 

♦  All  other  Cooperative  Program  giving 
will  be  sent  to  the  SBTC,  designating 
$24,000  to  be  retained  by  the  SBTC,  and  the 
balance  to  be  forwarded  to  the  SBC. 

♦  That  $24,000  heretofore  sent  through 
the  BGCT  and  designated  $12,000  each  to 
Southwestern  Seminary  in  Ft.  Worth  and 
Criswell  College  in  Dalfas  be  sent  directly  to 
those  institutions. 


L.  Munn  has 
cancer  surgery 


FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP) 
Lacoste  Munn  has  had  40 
years  of  thrills  working  with  his 
henx’s  and  doing  something 
he  loves  —  teaching  thousands 
of  students  New  Testament  and 
Cireek  at  Southwestern 
Seminary  in  Ft.  Worth. 

Munn,  who  Ijegan  teaching 
at  Southwestern  in  lO.SO, 
doc  idl'd  to  retire  right  Ix'tore 
the  beginning  of  the  fall 
senu'ster  to  care  for  his  wife, 
Mary,  who  has  cancer.  This 
summer,  the  former  distin¬ 
guished  [irofessor  of  Nc*w 
Testament  and  Wesley 
Harrison  (hair  of  Nc'w 
Ic'stament  also  h.id  cancer 
surgery.  I  U*  said  he  is  hac  k  to 
full  sirc'figth  and  "all  tc'sts  incli- 
c  atc'  the*  c  anc  c'r  has  hc'c'n  c om- 
plc'lc'ly  removc'd." 


SBTC  holds  second  annual  convention  in  Dallas 


DALLAS  (ABP&BP)  — 
Messengers  to  the  second 
annual  Southern  Bemtists  c^f 
Texas  Convention  (^TC)  in 
Dallas  approved  a  $1.97  million 
budget  that  more  than  triples 
the  amount  of  funds  earmark'd 
for  missions  and  evangelism 
and  more  than  doubles  the 
amount  tabbed  for  new  church 
starts  in  the  state.  The  SBTC 
provides  50%  of  its  undesignat¬ 
ed  gifts  to  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  (SBC). 

The  conserx'ative  breakawav 
group  from  the  Baptist  General 
Convention  of  Texas  (BGCT) 
held  its  constitutional  conven¬ 
tion  last  November  in  Houston 
The  group  was  formed,  its  lead¬ 
ers  have  said,  to  create  a  state 
convention  that  will  walk  in 
closer  st^  with  the  Southern 
Baptist  C^onvention  and  take 
more  conservative  stances  on 
political  and  theological  issues. 

That  distinction  was  high¬ 
lighted  both  in  spec'ches  made 
and  resolutions  passed  during 
the  daylong  meeting  at 
(  risvvell  College  in  Dallas,  with 
about  300  registered  messen¬ 
gers  in  altendanie. 


The  most  direct  rejoinder  to 
the  BGCT  came  in  the  form  of  a 
a'solution  affirming  the  SBC's 
1998  addition  of  an  article  on 
family  to  the  denomination's 
"Baptist  Faith  and  Message" 
doctrinal  statement.  A  week 
before,  messengers  to  the  BCXT 
annual  session  in  El  Paso  had 
overwhelmingly  voted  to 
endorse  the  1963  dcKtrinal  state¬ 
ment  without  the  1998  addition. 

Richard  Land,  executive 
director  of  the  SBC's  Ethics  and 
Religious  Liberty  Commission, 
drew  repeated  applause  during 
his  rwort,  in  which  he  charged 
the  fcCT  had  abdicated  its 
Bapti.st  heritage. 

".As  a  sixth-generation 
Texan,  ...  it  is  great  to  be  with 
the  real  Texas  Baptists,"  he  said 
to  applause.  And  as  a  member 
of  the  drafting  committee  of  the 
SBC's  article  on  family,  "I 
appreciate  your  affirmation  of 
the  Apostle  Paul  and  disavowal 
of  those'  who  reject"  the  SBC's 
statement,  he  added. 

"There  are  those  in  Texas 
who  ha\  o  drawn  a  target  on  the 
agencies  and  persons  ot  voui 
Southern  Baptist  (convention," 


Land  asserted.  "I  want  you  to 
know,  ...  we  wear  that  target  as 
a  badge  of  honor." 

Throughout  the  convention, 
speakers  praised  the  new  conven¬ 
tion  for  its  conservative  diKtrine. 

Messengers  heard  from  a  vari¬ 
ety'  of  speakers  during  the  day, 
including  representatives  of  nine 
SBC  agencies  and  iastitutions. 

Guest  speaker  for  the  conv  en- 
tion  was  evangelist  Bailey  Smith, 
who  declared  America  today  is 
the  "Barabbas  generation," 
exactly  like  the  culture  that  chvise 
the  criminal  Barabbas  over  Jesus. 

America  Uxiay  lives  with  a 
generation  of  "sorrv  politi¬ 
cians,"  Satanic  power,  senseless 
people,  and  "spineless  preach¬ 
ers,''  he  declared. 

Smith  railed  both  against 
President  Bill  Clinton  and  former 
House  Speaker  Newt  Gingrich, 
devoting  a  significant  portion  of 
his  mt'ssage  to  Clinton's  con- 
fes.sed  sexual  rt'lationship  with  a 
White  House  intern. 

"We  have  a  Baptist  in  the 
White  House,"  he  said.  "Maybe' 
one  day  we'll  have  a  Christian." 

He  chastiscxl  (iingrich,  also  a 
ITiptist,  for  not  taking  a  strong 


enough  stand  against  Clinton. 
Gingrich  "couldn  t  say  anything 
because  he  was  invoh'ed  in  a  six- 
year  affair"  himself.  Smith  said. 

"The  problem  in  Washington, 
D.C.,  is  most  politicians  are 
crooked,"  he  said.  "Crooked  as 
opposed  to  straight.  It's  a 
cnxiked  man  who  w'ill  ...  vote 
for  abortion,  ...  take  prayer  out 
of  our  schcxils  ...  stand  behind 
an  immoral  president." 

"Tbe  entertainment  industrv' 
is  a  work  of  Satan,"  he  declared. 
Likewise  the  feminist  movement, 
he  added.  Smith  said  the  reason 
some  feminists  have  given  for 
their  activism  is  that  they  don't 
want  any  man  taking  advantage 
of  them.  He  added  that  most 
feminists  needn't  worry  about 
that.  "Have  vou  seen  some  of 
these  women?"  he  asked. 

As  an  example  of  a  "man¬ 
made  religion,"  Smith  cited 
"Islamic  fundamentalism."  He 
admitted  he  is  a  Christian  fun¬ 
damentalist  but  drew  a  distinc¬ 
tion  between  Christian  and 
Islamic  fundamentalists:  "A 
fundamentalist  Muslim  will  kill 
you,  but  a  fundamentalist 
Christian  will  prav  for  vou  " 


I  III  Bvi’iisi  Kii  OKI) 
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Wedgwood  officials  dispute  facts  in  e-mail 


"I,  Texas  (ABP)  —  While  would  have  to  miss  the  service.  "What  has 

clgwood  Church  in  Fort  ♦  A  church  in  Tulsa,  Okla.,  drove  more  shooting  in  our 
)ice  that  more  people  did-  than  five  hours  so  th^  could  march  messageof  hope  and  faith  in  our  God 

pt.  15  shooting  rampage  around  the  Wedgwood  Oiurch  and  pray  in  the  darkest  hours,"  < . 

e  are  coming  to  faith  as  a  during  its  ser\'ices  that  Sunday.  Pastor  A1  Meredith.  "1  called  our  people  to 

ning  being  reported  about  ♦  A  youth  wounded  while  shielding  a  40  days  of  concerted  prayer  for  spiritual 

friend  has  scoliosis.  The  curvature  in  her  awakening  in  our  nation,  ^pt.  28-Nov.  7." 
ildng  the  rounds,  purport-  spine  may  have  caused  the  bullet  to  miss  Shirley  admits  not  all  Wedgwood  mem- 

by  a  Wedgwood  member,  major  organs  as  it  passed  through  her  body,  bers  are  coping  well."There  are  some  peo- 

miraculously  ♦  A  number  of  teenagers  have  professed  pie  who  are  still  deeply  hurting,  people 
‘lives.  To  enter  the  church,  faith  in  Christ  at  s<^ools  throughout  who  when  they  come  nere,  they  uon^t  reel 
^  past  our  children's  play-  Tarrant  County  since  the  shooting.  absolutely  secure.  Everyone  is  going  to 

auld  have  b^n^l  ofMs,  ♦  Wedgvvood  has  received  strong  support  take  their  own  time  to  get  through  this  in 
Kin  every  single  children's  from  Christians  around  the  world.  As  of  Oct.  their  own  wav,"  he  said. 


;ed  from  the  tragic 
1  on  Sept,  l^is  a  clear 
1,  even 
said  Wedgwood 


Edgemon  to 
retire  from 
LifeWay 


Preppingfor  Ukraine 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  — 
Roy  T.  Edgemon,  leader  of 
Southern  Baptists'  discipl^eship 
training  program  for  22  years, 
has  announced  his  retirement 
as  director  of  the  discipleship 
and  family  group  of  LifeWay 
Christian  Resources,  effective 
April  1 ,  2000. 

Edgemon  joined  the  staff  of 
the  Sunday  School  Board  (the 
name  was 
changed 

Jan.  l!  19^8^ 
1  as  director 

I 

h  u  r  c  h 
training 
department. 

Edgemon  ^he  depart- 

°  ment  was 

enlarged  and  re-named  disci¬ 
pleship  and  family  develop¬ 
ment  division  in  1992.  In  1998, 
the  name  was  changed  to  disci¬ 
pleship  and  family  group. 

Gary  Hauk,  associate  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  discipleship  and 
family  group,  will  serve  as 
interim  director  at  Edgemon's 
retirement. 

Hauk,  48,  and  a  22-year 
employee,  has  served  in  his 
present  position  since  1998. 
Earlier,  he  directed  the  disci¬ 
pleship  and  family  magazine 
department.  He  also  served  as 
manager  of  the  family  enrich¬ 
ment  section  of  the  family  min¬ 
istry  department  and  as  consul¬ 
tant  in  senior  adult  ministry. 

Edgemon  said  after  retiring 
from  LifeWay,  he  plans  to  con¬ 
tinue  serving  as  ^n  interim 
pastor,  writing,  teaching,  and 
Speaking  for  LifeWay  and 
other  organizations. 


Reclaim  Christmas 


At  some  point,  if  we  are  not 
careful,  doing  all  the  "good" 
things  can  become  a  "bad"  thing. 

—  Revitalize  the  Good:  Just 
one  time  durirw  this  season,  try 
this:  Do  a  real  good  deed  for 
someone  without  diem,  or  any¬ 
one  else,  knowing  who  did  it. 

In  other  words,  carry  out  a 
se(;fet  act  of  kindness.  Do  not 
^lyect  anything  in  return,  do 
not  plan  to  tell  them  later,  do 
not  Doast  to  others.  Just  do  a 
kind  deed  and  let  God  work 
out  the  particulars. 

It  coiud  be  that  you  do  some¬ 
thing  thoughtful  cind  nice  for 
someone  you  know,  or  it  may  be 
someone  that  you  only  know  the 
need  that  is  there.  You  may  want 
to  do  a  secret  good  deed  several 
times,  but  at  least  try  it  once! 

In  doing  something  good  for 
someone  out  of  simple  generos¬ 
ity  and  pure  motives,  with  no 
desire  for  acclaim  or  thought 
for  reciprocation,  you  may  ais- 
cover  some  of  Christmas. 

♦  Rekindle  the  Relationship: 
I  mean  by.  the  relationship, 
THE  relationship.  If  you  ao 
nothing  else  this  Christmas  sea¬ 
son,  do  the  most  important 
thing  —  get  reacquainted  with 
the  Christ  of  Glory! 

He  has  been  w'aiting  and 
longing  to  meet  with  you.  The 
faint  kniKking  at  your  heart's 
door  is  probably  him.  Stop  — 
welcome  him  in,  and  get  ready 
to  celebrate  Christmas! 


With  the  arrival  of  December, 

Christmas  cannot  be  far  away. 

Some  people  LOVE  Christmas, 
some  people  HATE  Christmas, 
and  a  bunch  of  folks  just  seem 
to  TOLERATE  Christmas. 

As  you  think  about  it,  it's  real¬ 
ly  strange,  because  most  of  the 
things  that  seem  to  weigh  us 
down  and  attack  our  time  and 
temperament,  are  actually  good!  try  this:  Find  a  time  each  day  and  someone  in  the  nursing  home 
We  inay  take  a  trip  to  see  parents  read  the  Biblical  account  of  Jesus'  who  may  be  losing  th^  sighi 
or  children,  and  mat's  good.  We  coming.  Primarily  there  are  two  and  unable  to  read.  You  may  be 
want  to  buy  gifts  to  let^those  chapters  that  describe  the  event  amazed  at  how  delighted  they 
folks  we  love  know  how  we  feel  — Matthew  2  and  Luke  2.  are  to  hear  the  story  and  «quai- 

about  them.  Then,  at  diurch,  we  From  now  till  Christmas  find  ly  amazed  at  how  meaningful  il 
have  spedal  nrograms  that  call  y©u  a^quiet  time  in  the  day,  is  to  you. 
for  additional  time  and  special  maybe*  at  the  very  beginning,  ♦  Resist  the  Wrong:  Now  I'm 
rehearsals  that  involves  a  lot  of  and  read  these  two  adapters  not  talking  about  resisting  doing 
hard  work  —  so  we  can,  as  we  alternating  one  on  one  day  and  wicked,  smful  things,  but  I  am 
say,  "Keep  Christ  in  Christmas!"  one  on  the  next.  If  you  do  this  referring  to  being  stretched-out, 
As  you  celebrate  the  arrival  of  from  now  till  Christmas  you  over-extended,  and  over-loaded 
the  Son  of  God  into  this  world,  will  have  read  the  Christmas  With  just  doing  and  going  — 
let  me  give  you  some  practical,  story  from  these  two  accounts  evefi  if  they  are  good  thmgs. 
simple  thin^  that  mi^t  aid  in  ,  about  12  -14  times.  •  As  I  look  at  my  own  sAedule 

keeping  life  balanced  and  fill  Read  it  with  your  full  atten-  with  work,  activities,  spteaking 
your  heart  with  Christmas  joy:  tion.  ^veral  days  you  may” want  engagements,  and  over  a  dozer 

♦  Relive  the  Real:  While  to  read  it  from  different  transla-  invitations  to  pageants  and 
some  people  would  want  to  tions.  You  will  probably  discover  Christmas  cantatas,  1  appreciate 
spend  a  great  deal  of  time  argu-  that  though  you  are  familiar  each  and  every  activity,  and  wUl 
ing  whether  or  not  Jesus  was  ‘with  it,  the  story  remains  attend  some  and  will  miss  others 
bom  on  Lfecember  25,  the  fact  is  remarkably  fresh  day  after  day.  1  will  not  go  to  all  for  the  same 
that  Ge>d's  Messiah  did  come  To  enlarge  on  reliving  the  reason  1  do  not  eat  chocolate  pic 
into  our  world  and  his  arrival  real  Christmas,  watch  for  times  the  wav  1  use  to.  It  is  not  that  1  dc 
was  and  is  significant  to  and  opportunities  to  read  the  not  like  chocolate  pie,  but  1  dis- 
Heaven  and  earth.  story  to  se)meone  else.  If  at  all  covered  my  bexlv  needed  other* 

If  you  would  like  to  relive  possible,  just  make  and  take  the  things  beyond  eJeserts.  To  para- 
Messiah's  birth  throughout  the  time  to  read  God's  Christmas  phrase  a  scriptua',  "Man  shall 
month,  1  would  encourage  you  to  story  to  a  child.  If  p()ssible,  \  isit  not  live  b\’  chcKolate  pie  alone." 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


Di  e  I  VIBl  R  2,  1^^^ 


-Tui  B.mtisi  Ricoro 


Just  for  the  Record 


David  Sills  will  be  the 
guest  speaker  at  Terrv  Road 
Church,  Jackson,  Sunday 
morning,  Dec.  5.  Sills  has 
serxed  as  missionary  to 
Ecuador  for  over  four  years. 
He  is  still  doing  mission 
work  as  well  as  teaching. 


The  membership  of 
Peoples  Church,  Benton/ 
Tippah  Association, 

announces  the  beginning  cxf 
a  new  family  life  center.  The 
new  building  will  contain 
almost  5,000  square  feet  of 
educational  space,  new 


First  Church,  Olive  Branch, 


held  dedication  services  for 
new  property  on  Aug.  29.  The 
church  recently  purchased 
about  four  acres  of  land  and 
some  houses  on  lots  adjacent 
to  thc'  church's  property.  The 
church  plans  to  build  a  two- 
story  facility  that  will  function 
as  an  c'ducation  building  for 
preschool  and  youth  activities. 
"Construction  of  the  new  edu¬ 
cation  and  multi-purpose 
fac  ility  should  be  complete  in 
the  nc'xt  24  to  40  months," 
said  P.  I.  Scott,  fiastor. 


lst-3rd  grade  TeamKids  of  Antioch  Church,  Columbus 


Mabel  R.  Odle 
dies  at  age  91 


Mahc'l  Kilc'y  Odle,  91,  died 
of  cancer  Noy.  19  in 
Hermitage,  Tenn.  Services 
were  held  Nov.  2.1  at  First 
Church,  lackson. 

A  native  ot  Kentuc  ky,  she 
had  residt'd  in  Mississippi  for 
S.l  yc'ars  prior  to  moving  to 
Tc'iinessc'c*  iti  19‘).S.  She  was  a 
member  of  First  Church, 
lac  kson,  for  nearly  40  years. 

|oe  OdU*,  her  deceasc'd 
husb.ind,  was  i'ditf)r  of  The' 
Baptist  K('( ord  from  I9  5*>- 
I97(>.  Surxivors  include 
daughter  Sarah  Maddox  ot 
Brentwood,  Tenn.,  two  grand¬ 
children,  and  thrc'e  great- 
grande  hildrc'n. 

Mc'morials  may  lx*  made  to 
First  Baptist  ('hur<  h,  lac  kson. 
or  the’  |(H‘  1.  ( )dle  Mimorial 
Scholarship  tor  Mississippi 
Collc'ge  through  the-  Mississip|)i 
Ba|)tisf  Foundation,  P.  O.  Box 
510,  lac  kson,  MS  l‘>205-05  10. 
FelephoiK'  2'’2-12IO,  or  toll- 
frcH*  I-«00-74H-l(.5I. 


GAs,  4th 
and  5th 

graders,  of 
First  Church, 
Yazoo  City, 
dressed  as 
clcxwns  for  a 
project  on 
missions.  The 
GAs  visited 
patients  in  the 
geriatric  unit 
at  Kings 
Daughters 
Hospital. 


TeamKids  of  Antioch  Church,  Columbus 


First  Church,  Yazoo  City 


Antioch  Church, 

Columbus,  held  a  TeamKids 
recognition  service  on  C\'t.  .4. 
During  the  service  the 
TeamKids  presented  demon¬ 
strations  ot  their  Bible  skills 
abilities  w  hich  included  memo¬ 
rization,  application,  and  books 
of  the  Bible.  The  children  and 
their  leaders  also  demonstrated 
some  of  the  teaching  methodol¬ 
ogy  of  the  program  through  the 
presentation  c>f  a  skit.  1  he 
TeamKids  with  the  highest 
ranking,  were  presenU’d 
mc’dals  bv  Kathy  Crittc'nden, 
head  coach.  lst-3rd  graders  pic¬ 
tured  (front  row,  from  left)  are 
Jasmine  Caruthers  (bronze 
medal),  Candace  Flollow'ay, 
Zachary  King,  and  Jordan  Britt 
(gold  niedal);  (back  row')  Randy 


Eddy,  John  Leonard,  Caleb 
Eddy,  Jennifer  Crittenden  (sil¬ 
ver  medal),  Teresa  leonard, 
and  Jeanie  Eddy;  4th-hth 
graders,  (front  row)  Matthew 
Walker,  Josh  Rivers,  N'ikki 
Crittenden  (gold  medal),  and 
Whitney  Nabors;  (back  row) 
Porsha  Bailey,  Leighanne  Blev, 
Kvle  Dawson,  Chase  Williams, 
and  .\imee  \abt>rs. 


600  Churches 
Can’t  Be  Wrong 


More  than  600  churches  tliroughout  Mississippi  put  their 
faith  in  Wellington  Associates  for  comprehensive  insurance 
services  including  property,  general,  and  specific  liability, 
vehicle,  workers  compensation,  and  other  coverages. 
Wellington  guarantees  a  quality  program,  customized  for 
your  ministry,  at  the  most  competitive  premium  rates. 

Fur  references  and  more 
information,  call  Mike  Brook.s  at 
601-353-2400  or  1-800-442-0290. 


EXPERT  WORK  •  BIG  SAVINGS 

•  ROOM  ADDITIONS  'o'*  as 

•  SUNROOM  n 

•BATH-DEN  T'VrDU 

•  KITCHEN  ® R  |0|  ^ JIf 

•  CARPORT  Diyrol'NT^  c 

CALL  1-888-373-0054 
PAY-less  Home  Improvements 


4\\felliriglon 
Associates, 


Till  Bai’Msi  Rhhki) 


Steve 

They 

Church,  Derma,  ordained  Earl  Flemons  on  Nov.  7.  presented 
now  the  pastor  of  Victory  Church,  Bruce.  Pictured  (from  gifts  and  a 
ris  Aldridge,  pastor  of  Derma  Church,  and  Flemons.  money  tree. 


Biblical  City 
set  Dec.  9-11 
in  Calhoun  City 


Baptist  churches  through¬ 
out  Calhoun  County  are  gear¬ 
ing  up  for  the  annual  Biblical 
City  pageant  in  Calhoun  City 
Dec.  9-11,  when  more  than  50 
scenes  will  authentically 
depict  life  in  the  time  of  Christ 
with  hundreds  of  role-playing 
characters  and  live  animals. 

There  is  no  admission 
charge  for  the  Biblical  City 
walking  tour,  which  will  open 
each  night  at  6  p.m.  and  close 
at  8:30  p.m.  The  tour  route, 
which  begins  at  Calhoun  City 
High  School,  will  be  wheel¬ 
chair-accessible  and  volunteers 
in  golf  carts  will  also  provide 
transportation  for  the  handi¬ 
capped.  Handicapped-accessi¬ 
ble  parking  will  be  available. 

Area  Baptist  churches  par¬ 
ticipating  in  the  event  include 
First  Church,  Calhoun  City; 
First  Church,  Bruce;  Saixiugla 
Church,  Calhoun  City;  Bentley 
Church,  Calhoun  City; 
Pittsboro  Church,  Pittsboro; 
Pleasant  Hill,  Calhoun  City; 
Derma  Church,  Derma; 
Bradford  Chapel,  Gore  Springs; 
New  Providence,  Vardaman; 
and  Bethany  Church,  Calhoun 
City. 

For  more  information,  con¬ 
tact  the  Calhoun  County 
Chamlxx  of  Commerce  at  (601 ) 
628-6690,  or  Pam  McPhail  at 
(601)  637-2257.  Groups  arriv¬ 
ing  by  bus  are  asked  to  phone 
ahead  to  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  so  that  adequate 
parking  can  lx  reserved. 


The  Pounceys 


Seminary  employee  cau 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  (ABP)  — 
A  staff  member  at  Southern 
Seminary  in  Louisville  has 
acknowledged  meeting  with 
students  in  an  effort  to  elect 
conservative  officers  at  this 
year's  Kentucky  Baptist 
(Zon\  ention  (KBC). 

A  student  who  attended  one 
of  the  meetings  said  jerry 
lohn.son  claimed  to  be  working 
on  behalf  of  seminarv  President 
.Albert  Vlohler.  I  lowever,  both 
Mohler  and  Johnson  denied  the 
president  was  directly  invoK  ed. 

I  have  not  been  a  part  of 
endorsing  any  candidate  for 
office  in  the  Kentucky  Baptist 
Convention,"  Mohler  said. 

Mohler  said  he  hoped  con¬ 
servatives  who  support  both 
the  seminary  and  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  (SBC) 
would  be  elected  to  state  offices 
when  the  convention  meets 
No\'.  16-17  in  Covington.  He 
denied,  however,  that  the  semi¬ 
nary  is  backing  anyone. 
"Southern  Seminary  has  not 
and  dex'S  not  endorse  candi¬ 
dates  for  office,"  he  said. 

Southern  is  one  of  six  semi¬ 
naries  owned  and  operated  bv 
the  SBC'. 

Questions  surfaced  about  the 
seminary  attempting  to  influ¬ 
ence  leadership  in  the  state  con¬ 
vention,  which  is  autonomous 
from  the  SBC  after  an  interof¬ 
fice  memo  to  selected  students 
received  wider  circulation. 


Johnson,  the  seminary's  seminarv  plans  to  use  its  influ- 
assistant  director  of  develop-  ence  to  elect  a  conservative  presi- 
ment,  held  two  meetings  on  dent  in  order  to  take  back  control 
campus  with  student  pastors.  A  of  the  convention."  He  said  par- 
memo  from  Johnson's  office  ticipants  were  "asked  to  use  tneir 
said  the  purpose  of  the  meet-  influence  to  bwst  voter  turnout 
ings  was  ''to  discuss  electing  (a j  in  the  upcoming  ekxtion." 
conservative  KBC  president."  The  student,  who  asked  not 

.A  staff  member  in  Johnson's  to  be  identified,  said  Johnson 
office  wrote  and  distributed  the  told  the  group  he  "had  been 
memo,  on  seminary  letterhead,  meeting  with  pastors  and  lead- 
It  invited  selected  students  to  ers  all  over  the  state. 

"please  meet  with  Jerry"  in  the  "In  fact,  he  stated  that  he 
seminary  cafeteria  on  Nov.  3  or  had  met  with  President  Mohler 
4.  "Specifically,  our  goal  will  be  and  Dr.  Dannv  Akin  to  discuss 
to  elect  a  conservative  president  their  target  list  of  student  pas- 
of  the  KBC,"  the  memo  said.  tors  and  leaders  who  would  be 
\Iohler  called  the  use  of  sympathetic  to  their  agenda." 
seminary  letterhead  "inadver-  Johnson  respondecT  that  the 
tent"  and  said  it  "will  not  hap-  student  had  "really  bad  infor- 
pen  again."  He  said  the  memo  mation."  He  said  his  meeting 
"was  intended  as  an  internal  with  Mohler  and  Akin  was  to 
document  and  should  be  seen  "discuss  seminary  policy  on 
as  such."  student  absences"  for  those 

Johnson  called  the  memo  "a  who  wanted  to  attend  the 
mistake."  annual  meeting.  Akin  is 

"It  was  not  intended  as  anv  Southern's  vice  president  for 
official  memorandum  from  a  academic  administration  and 
seminarv  employee  to  stu-  dean  of  the  school  of  theology, 
dents,"  he  said.  "1  think  the  Johnson  distributed  a  list  of 
person  who  prepared  the  "announced  conserv  ative  candi- 
memo  misunderstood  1  was  dates  that  support  the  direction 
asking  for  this  contact  on  an  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
informal,  personal  basis."  Conv  ention"  to  students  attend- 

Johnson  is  no  newcomer  tt)  ing  the  two  meetings  on  cam- 
convention  politics.  He  was  pus.  They  include  presidential 
chairman  of  Southern  candidate  Paul  Badgett,  pastor 
Seminary's  board  of  trustees  of  First  Church  of  Pikeville,  and 
before  enrolling  as  a  d('ctor-of-  first  vice  presidential  candidate 
philosophy  student  and  going  Dan  Ferguson,  pa^^tor  of  Sewnd 
to  work  for  the  seminary.  Fie  C  hurch  vif  Hopkinsville, 
made  an  immediate  splash  a  .Although  the  list  had  a  blank 
decade  ago,  when,  as  a  new,  26-  beside  second  vice  president, 
year-old  trustee,  he  accused  Ji'hnsivn  said  in  a  phone  inter- 
then-President  Roy  Flonev  cutt  view  that  Tim  Mathis,  pastor  of 
of  not  believ  ing  the  Bible.  '  First  Church  of  Danv  ille,  is  the 

\  student  who  attended  tme  conservative  candidate  for  that 
of  the  axrent  mtvtings  Stiid,  "live  ptvsition. 

~  None  of  the  three  candidates 

indicated  any  knowledge  of 
Johnson's  efforts  to  biuvst  their 
candidacy. 


"Theologically,  I'm  going  to 
fall  on  the  conservative  side  but 
I  don't  hav'e  an  agenda," 
Badgett  said.  "I  don't  want  to 
be  on  anybody's  side  but  the 
Lord's  side." 

"I'm  not  one  much  for  w'ant- 
ing  to  play  back-room  politics 
or  anything,"  said  Ferguson. 
"When  it  comes  to  lists  being 
sent  around,  1  haven't  gotten 
any  information  about  mat.  I 
hav  en't  gone  out  and  politicked 
for  anything.  If  God's  in  it.  I'm 
willing  to  serv  e." 

"No  one  from  Southern  has 
contacted  me,"  Mathis  said.  "I 
think  it's  fine  myself  if  they  w'ant 
to  do  that.  It's  sort  of  the  Baptist 
wav  —  speak  yefur  piece. 'J  - 

Information  distributed  bv 
Johnson  also  included  conven¬ 
tion  registration  and  voting 
information.  It  said  the  seminarv' 
"will  grant  excused  absences  to 
all  students  who  miss  class  as  a 
result  of  being  a  messenger," 
adding  that  "students  must  be 
able  to  show  their  convention 
registration  card  to  their  profes¬ 
sor  to  get  this  excused  absence." 

Johnson  said  there  was  noth¬ 
ing  inappropriate  about  his 
actions.  ^'I  think  every  Southern 
Baptist,  every  Kentucky 
Baptist,  has  a  right  to  use  their 
influence,"  Johnson  said. 

Mohler  said  informing  stu¬ 
dents  abtiut  conv  ention  issues  is 
a  legitimate  educational  concern. 

'1  would  emphasize  that  no 
denominational  institution 
should  be  in  the  business  of 
making  political  endorse¬ 
ments,"  Mohler  said. 

"At  the  same  time,  we  bear 
the  responsibility  of  informing 
t)ur  students.  T  here  is  a  distinc¬ 
tion  between  political  endorse¬ 
ment  and  the  educational  role 
of  the  seminarv  for  our  own 
students  and  our  own  adv  ixa- 
cy  on  behalf  of  the  Kentucky 
Baptist  Convention  and  the 
Sixilhern  Baptist  Convention. 

"We  certainly  want  to  inform 
our  students  with  our  goal  in 
mind"  of  electing  conservative 
KBC  candidates,  Mohler  point¬ 
ed  out. 

"I  would  make  a  distinction 
between  that  and  endorsing  a 
candidate,"  he  added. 


Revival  dates 


Michael’s  Watch 


Cash,  Lena:  Dec.  5-8;  Earl 
Flughes,  Blue  Ridge,  Ga.; 
Betty  Weaver,  music;  Pat 
McNair,  pastor. 

Clear  Branch,  Wesson: 

Dec.  17-18;  7  p.m.  nightly; 
Jeff  Spooney  Larger,  Pensacola, 
Fla.,  and  Chip  Price,  )ack.son. 
sptMkers;  Out  Cry,  a  group 
from  Mendenhall,  will  lead 
praise  and  worship.  Wayne 
Moak,  pastor. 


Tj  .’^ut  the  anhuri.ic, 

BuS.  .  a/u  hA't.  u ‘un he 

‘y*;.  /  ///</  .v  7/h  t/u  -Je:  it 
/Ca^*“***  jA 'ut the t'Ciii/ ef '.Me.'vs. 

Jid  ne<t  Jure  tp  hntiif  a  sUtn 
.ten  usiilU  via./ainst 

'tun.  Put  sjtd.  ' Hw Lprtl repute i/pu.  ~  /iijel.a 

Michael’s  Watch  is  a  support 
group  whose  sole  purpose  and 
mission  is  to  offer  emotional,  mental, 
and  spiritual  support  for  those  whose 
lives  have  been  affected  by  family 
members  or  loved  ones  involved  in 
the  homosexual  lifestyle 
Michael’s  Watch  Group  meets  the 
2nd  and  4th  Sunday  each  month  at 
First  Baptist  Church  in  Louisville. 
Mississippi  from  3:00  -  4:30  p.m. 

Additional  information  may  be 
obtained  by  calling  First  Baptist 


•  highest  quality  W  I 

•great  prices  f  I 

•  100'!''-  financing  available  II  llll||ll 

THEATER  SEATS  Wllll 

•  highest  quality  inillll 

•  most  quiet  chair  avauabie  vMMfV 

•gieal  prices 

•  IOC  financing  available  .  irw- 

REFINISHING/RE-UPHOLSTERY 

•  America  s  most  experienced  pew  finisher 

•  all  fabnes  are  teflon  treated 

CARPET 

•  our  service  includes  removing  storing 
and  reinstalling  the  existing  pews 

RENOVATION 

•  more  than  350  completed  SBC  church  projects 

•  complete  "design, ‘tonstrucf  service 

1-800-537-4723 

PO  Box  751.  Cameron.  TX  76520 
_ e-mail  salp<-,vjllsams  com 


Pev't.  pulpits,  baptistries, 
stained  glass,  carpet, 
steeples,  lighting, 
lolding  doors, 
theater  seals. 


Van  Winkle 
Church 
Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery 

Box  501.  Fulton,  MS  38843 
In  MS.  Toll  Free  1-800-624-9627 


Dec  I  MBbR  2,  IW 


Till  BArnsT  Rkcurd 


Gambling:  a  violation  of  Biblical  principles 


THE  PRINCIPLE  We  must  keep  in  mind  that 

OF  SPIRITUAL  PRIORITIES  what  these  soldiers  were  doing 

Gambling  elevates  materialis-  was  not  the  same  as  the  activity 
tic  gain  to  a  dominant  place  in  a  of  casting  lot^  that  was  prac- 
person's  life.  Hence  it  runs  ticed  by  tne  Jews  and  the  early 
counter  to  Jesus'  insistence  that  Christians.  According  to  the 
we  cannot  at  the  same  time  love  biblical  accounts,  the  practice  of 
God  and  money  (Matt.6:24).  casting  lots  was  used  to  discern 
Preoccupation  with  material  God's  will  in  significant  issues 
gain  ignores  the  biblical  warn-  or  courses  of  action  (Num. 
mgs  against  greed  and  avarice.  26:52-56,  Act  1:26). 

The  love  of  money  becomes  the  Two  facts  must  be  kept  in 
source  of  many  kinds  of  evil  (1  mind  w’hen  one  considers  the 
Tim.  6:10).  Even  the  same-time  biblical  use  of  "lots."  First,  when 
gambler  and  the  occasional  bet-  this  method  was  used  by  God's 
tor  contribute  to  a  pattern  of  people,  the  purpose  was  to 
greed  and  the  exaltation  of  the  determine  Goa's  will  in  a  matter, 
false  god  of  mammon.  "Beware  Israel's  religion,  with  its  disdain 
ofcovetousness,"said  Jesus,  "for  for  witchcraft,  communication 
a  man's  life  consisteth  not  in  the  with  the  dead,  astrology,  and 
abundance  of  the  things  which  related  magical  arts,  allowed  no 
he  possesseth"  (Luke  12:15).  The  room  for  blind  submission  to 
insatiable  desire  for  gain,  all  too  fate  or  dependence  upon  chance, 
common  in  modem  American  Second,  tne  settlement  of  issues 
culture,  often  w'recks  liv^es.  The  through  recourse  to  lots  was 
essence  of  life  consists  in  the  lo\’e  eventually  discarded  by  the  pecv 
of  God  and  neighbor  (Matt,  pie  of  God.  Matters  thereafter 
22:33-40),  in  friendships  Qohn  were  referred  more  directlv  to 
15:13),  in  contentment  and  grati-  the  Spirit  of  truth  w'ho  guided 
hide  (Phil.  4:11),  in  pieace  (1  Cor.  the  affairs  of  the  churches. 

14:33),  and  in  enriching  family - 

relationships  (Matt.  19:4-5).  11  / 

Supporters  of  gambling  may  Lj3.rnDl0rS 
argue  tJiat  gambling  is  recreation  IT 

and  entertainment.  However,  WASHINGTON  (BP)  — 
behind  these  arguments  lies  the  Congress  should  investigate 
economic  self-interest  of  the  pro  gambling  industry'  attempts  to 
Jumbling  groups.  Their  main  market  its  business  to  children, 
rrlotive  is  materialistic  gain,  with  including  the  use  of  slot 
little  regard  for  moral  and  stKial  machines  with  juvenile  themes,  a 
consequences.  The  so-called  eco-  diverse  coalition  has  written  in  a 
nomic  benefits  that  allegedly  fol-  letter  to  both  Senate  and  House 
low  a  policy  of  legalized  gam-  of  Representatives  leaders, 
bling  come  only  to  an  infinites!-  The  coalition  of  conser\’atives, 

mally  few'  per^ns.  A  few  com-  academics,  and  consumer  advo- 
mercial  interests  may  profit  fmm  cates  cites  recent  new's  reptirts  of 
increased  tourism  related  to  slot  machines  with  "chUd-entic- 
gambling.  Some  low-income  jobs  ing  themes,"  such  as  Candyland, 
may  be  created.  But  the  costs  for  a  Doard  game  fpr  young  chil- 
these  are  high.  Gambling  syndi-  dren;  the  board  game  Monopoly; 
cates  weave  a  web  of  influence  and  the  cartoon  and  television 
and  control  over  a  city's  life,  shows  "The  Pink  Panther,"  "The 
Society  as  a  whole  actually  suf-  Three  Stooges,"  "South  Park," 
fersgreatlossesinwreckea  lives,  "The  Addams  Family,"  and  "I 
misappropriated  funds,  wasted  Oream  of  Jeannie." 
paycnecks,  and  undermined  The  National  Gambling 


Fasting/Prayer 
event  utilizes 
satellite,  'Net 


HOUSTON  (BP)  —  Several 
Southern  Baptists  leaders  were 
among  the  international  Fasting 
&  Prayer  Gathering  '99's  key 
speakers  Nov.  11-13  in 
Houston's  Astroarena.  The  sixth 
annual  rally  brought  together 
prominent  Christian  leaders 
from  a  number  of  denomina¬ 
tions  and  evangelistic  groups  to 
pray,  read  Scripture,  and  talk 
about  pressing  concerns,  while 
fasting  for  42  hours. 

Co-sponsored  by  Cam[)us 
Crusade  for  Christ  and  Mission 
America,  the  event  was  broad¬ 
cast  live  each  day  via  satellite 
and  KealVidcH)  on  the  Internet 
to  churc  hes  and  homes  around 
the  world,  immediately  con¬ 
necting  Christians  in  the 
Astroarena  with  Christians  in 
nearly  40  nations.  As  of  Nov. 
13,  organiztTs  knew  of  7,594 
who  harl  registered  that  they 
were  participating  in  their 
homes,  watching  events  in 
Houston  live  via  the  Internet. 
Thousands  more  participated  in 
one  of  1,362  registered  church 
.satellite  broadcast  locations 
and  805  home  satellite  sites. 

This  year's  event  also 
included  a  SleepFast  specifi¬ 
cally  for  teens.  While  more 
than  4,000  teens  were  packed 
into  the  Astroarena  for  an  all- 
night  prayer  meeting,  tens  of 
thousands  watchtnJ  the  activity 
live  on  the  Internet  or  by  satel¬ 
lite  connections  in  their  church 
fellowship  halls*or  gyms,  as 
well  as  homes.  Church  youth 
groups  from  every  state  and 
several  countries  had  preregis¬ 
tered  with  rally  organizers 
before  Nov.  1 1 . 

Among  other  speakers  during 
Fasting  &  Prayer  '99  were  Morris 
Chapman,  Adrian  Rogers,  Bob 
Reccqrd,  Bill  McCartney,  Kay 
Arthur,  Dennis  Rainey,  janet 
Parshall,  |ohn  Ed  Mathison, 
Evelyn  Christenson,  and  stu¬ 
dents  from  both  Wedgwood 
Church  and  Columbine  High 
School.  Steve  Green  was  the  fea¬ 
tured  musician. 

A  recording  of  the  event  is 
archived  at  www.  fasti  ng- 
prayer.com. 
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Letters  to 


THE  Editor 


Unsigned  letters  will  not  be  print¬ 
ed.  No  multi-copy  or  form  letters 
will  l>e  used. 

Eitch  corresix)ndent  must  include 
an  address  and  telephone  numljer 
tor  verification.  In  special  instances, 
name  may  bt‘  withheld  at  writer's 
request  and  eilitor  's  dist  retion. 

Please  include  the  name  of  coop- 
eratinfi  Mississippi  Baptist  church 
where  correspondent  is  a  mem¬ 
ber.  (Mississippi  Baptists'  letters 
will  receive  priority  when  space 
is  limited.) 

Letters  must  he  limited  to  250 
words.  All  correspondence  is 
subject  to  editing’. 

Correspondents  should  refrain 
from  personal  attacks.  The  opin¬ 
ions  expressed  in  letters  to  the  edi¬ 
tor  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
views  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board. 

No  more  than  one  letter  from  .my 
individual  will  be  printed  durinff 
a  three-month  period. 

When  in  the  judgement  of  the 
c'ditor  a  given  issue  has  received 
sufficient  attention,  corresgtpn- 
dence  dealing  with  it  will  no 
longer  he  published  and  a  rmtice 
will  he  printed  to  that  effect. 


FAREWELL  TO  FRIEND 

Editor: 

The  death  of  Jackie  C. 
Hamilton,  retired  pastor,  was 
reported  recently  in  The  Baptist 
Record.  It  is  a  rare  edition  that 
does  not  carry  such  a  report. 
Those  of  us  who  have  worked 
among  Mississippi  Baptists  for 
severm  decades  reel  a  sense  of 
loss  of  a  prayer  partner  and  co¬ 
worker  at  each  notice. 

I  was  with  Jackie  in  five 
churches  where  he  pastured  and 
he  ser\'ed  two  terms  on  the 
board  of  the  Christian  Action 
Commission.  So  little  is  known 
about  the  influence  and  strength 
of  most  of  the  men  and  women 
who  serve  on  our  boards  who 
give  so  much  time,  energy,  and 
expertise  over  and  about  their 
vocational  responsibilitv.  We 
must  recognize  that  usually  their 
service  is  a  gift  from  the  church¬ 
es  they  represent  but  the  stew¬ 
ardship  or  talent  and  energy  is 
theirs,  perhaps  already  stretebed. 

Jackie  was  a  servant  leader,  an 
astute  student  of  the  Scripture, 
our  Baptist  heritage,  and  of  the 

Rroblems  of  our  social  structure. 

le  was  gifted  with  a  keen  intel¬ 
lect,  gcxxi  common  sense,  and 
discernment.  He  made  valuable 
contributions  as  we  designed 
policies  and  positions  on  cntical 
issues.  He  had  firm  convictions 
but  respected  the  opinions  of 
others.  He  was  a  good  team 
member,  compassionate  with 
special  concern  for  "the  least  of 
tnese."  He  was  a  companionable 
and  faithful  friend. 

Our  world  was  made  better 
and  Heaven  is  brighter  by 
Jackie  Hamilton.  Wherefore 


seeing  we  are  compassed 
about,  let  us  continue  in 
patience,  looking  to  Jesus! 

J.  Clark  Hensley, 

Clinton 

Editor's  note:  Hensley  is  execu¬ 
tive  director  emeritus,  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Christian 
Action  Commission. 


THANKS  FOR  EDITORIAL 

Editor: 

Thanks  for  your  (editorial)  in 
the  November  18  issue  of  our 
Baptist  Record.  1  really  like 
"Who  Forgets  History  is 
doomed  to  repeat  it,"  by  George 
Santayana.  So  sorrv  our  schoms 
have  gotten  away  from  teaching 
the  children  our  American  histo¬ 
ry.  Sti  sorrv  the  churches,  so 
many  of  them,  have  let  ball 
games,  other  entertainment,  and 
eating  come  into  our  church  so 
strong  until  the  young  people,  1 
am  afraid,  are  thinking  our  wor¬ 
ship  place  as  a  play  place.  Seems 
we  have  dropped  way  down 
from  what  America  was  found¬ 
ed  for.  Yes,  it  grieves  me.  1  also 
liked  ]err\'  Mixon's  article.  You 
all  keep  hammering  away  at  us 
and  maybe  we  will  wake  up 
someday. 

Bonnie  L.  Cole 

Brookhaven 


TRIBUTE  PLEASING 


Editor: 

1  was  pleased  to  read  the 
tribute  to  Mackie  Davis  in  the 
(Partnership  insert  of  the)  Nov. 
18  issue  of  The  Baptist  Record. 


Having  served  as  his  pastor 
for  several  years,  I  came  to 
know  his  heart  for  missions.  His 
commitment  was  as  passionate 
as  any  missionary's  I  have  ever 
served  with  in  career  missions. 
He  was  truly  "one  of  a  kind." 

The  progress  of  our 
Mississippi  partnership  with 
Honduras,  Maryland /Delaware, 
and  Ukraine  is  exciting  indeed. 
Having  just  returned  from  a  mis¬ 
sion  assignment  with  our 
International  Mission  Board  in 
Antigua,  Jane  and  I  are  encour- 
agecT  by  the  response  to  this 
work.  Surely  our  friend  Mackie 
would  be  as  well,  in  his  own 
inimitable  way. 

Tom  D.  Sumrall 
Hattiesburg 


CLOSE  DOOR  GENTLY 

Editor: 

Life  is  always  short  at  its  best. 
We  often  meet  at  the  crossroads 
where  we  find  friends  for  a  life¬ 
time.  During  our  many  years  at 
Van  Winkle  Church,  Jackson,  we 
hav'e  wonderful  memories  of 
our  many  good  and  prcxrious 
friends;  our  wonderful  pastors, 
musicians,  and  choirs  that  sing 
those  great  old  hymns;  prayers 
lifted;  and  God's  Word  preached 
and  taught.  Our  wonderful  time 
of  worship  there  will  cease. 
Those  doors  will  be  closed 
where  we  have  worshipped  so 
long,  have  prayed  so  long-where 
we  have  wept  for  victorv'  for  that 
lost  friend  or  loved  one” 

Our  precious  church  that  we 
have  loved  so  long  will  scxin  be 
closed.  When  you  leave,  will  you 
please  close  the  d».x>r  gently? 

Tom  Walden 

Jackson 


CONCERNED  ABOUT  BFM 
Editor: 

1  am  concerned  about  an  arti¬ 
cle  that  was  in  The  Baptist 
Record  on  October  21.  It  was 
entitled  "Blue-ribbon  Commit¬ 
tee  set  to  study  the  Baptist  Faith 
and  Message  (BFM).'^  I  under¬ 
stand  that  this  committee  is  to 
review  the  BFM  and  then  bring 
any  recommendation(s)  to  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
meeting  next  June  in  Orlando. 
What  1  don't  understand  is, 
what  is  wrong  with  the  BFM  as 
it  is  now?  Talking  abtmt  chang¬ 


ing  the  BFM  reminds  me  of  what 
I  heard  an  Old  Texan  say  about  a 
certain  ^oup  of  people  and  I 
quote,  "They're  like  a  bunch  of 
cockroaches:  It's  not  what  they 
steal  and  tote  off,  but  it's  what 
they  fall  into  and  mess  up."  We 
have  too  many  things  wrong  in 
our  world  today  that  change  will 
not  help,  unless  it  is  a  Hiange 
toward  our  Saviour  Jesus  Christ. 

I  believe  that  the  BFM  comes 
close  to  being  as  good  as  it 
could  be.  I'm  afraid  that  if  we 
continue  to  change  things  we 
are  headed  for  a  time  when 
pastors  will  e-mail  their  sermon 
to  their  church  members  who 
are  sitting  at  home  in  their  easy 
chairs  and  house  robes  and 
house  slippers  on  Sunday 
morning  reading  the  Sunday 
paper  and  all  this  person  will 
nave  to  do  on  Sunday  morning 
is  read  the  pastor's  message 
and  send  nis  money  on 
Monday  to  the  church. 

Please  understand  that  I  will 
be  praying  for  this  committee 
as  tney  seek  God's  will. 

Biliy  Floyd,  pastor 

Gotxl  Hope  Church,  Batesville 


STUDY  GOD'S  WORD 
Editor: 

It  is  of  the  utmost  importance 
to  know  what  you  believe  and 
exactly  who  you  belie\'e  in.  We 
as  God's  people  are  destroyed 
for  a  lack  of  knowledge,  but  it 
ought  not  be.  We  ha\'e  been 
given  the  divine,  inspired  Holy 
Word  of  God,  that  we  may 
know  as  believers  who  anii 
what  we  believe.  Our  very  foun¬ 
dation  as  Christians  is  our  belief 
in  Jesus  Christ,  as  the  only 
Begotten  of  the  Father,  who  died 
on  the  cross  and  was  raised 
^ain  to  life  on  the  third  day. 
Tne  question  is,  how  intimatefy 
do  we  know  our  Lord  and 
Savior  Jesus  beyond  our  foun¬ 
dational  belief?  Jesus  said  if  we 
are  his  disciples  we  will  contin¬ 
ue  in  the  Word  and  will  do 
whatsoever  he  commands  us. 

Gixd  commands  us  in  Deut. 
4:2  not  to  add  or  take  away  from 
his  word.  By  not  studying  to 
show  ourselves  appro\'ed,  how 
much  are  we  adding  and  taking 
away  from  GexJ's  Holy  Woro, 
trying  to  live  our  lives  on  our 
own  knowledge  and  abilities? 

Ramona  Lynn  Moore 

Magee 
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Life  and  Work 

Zacharias:  persistent 
faithfulness 

Luke  1:5-20,  68-69,  76 


.  By  Michael  Jones _ 

In  tcxiay's  fast-paced,  techno 
logical  world,  the  words  "wait" 
and  "patience"  are  not  recei\'ed 
with  much  enthusiasm.  "We 
want  what  we  want  and  we 
want  it  now,"  is  an  often  spoken 
phrase.  We  want  to  punch  a  but¬ 
ton  on  a  computer  and  have  our 
mail  (e-mail)  instantly  received 
by  the  other  person.  Instead  of 
waiting  and  saving  money  to 
buy  an  item  we  simply  charge  it 
so  we  can  enjoy  it  now.  Waiting 
in  line  at  the  .grcK'ery  store  is 
inconvenient  and  even  angering. 

This  mindset  of  "no  waiting" 
has  also  found  its  wav  into  our 


spiritual  lives  as  well. 

Just  as  we  do  not  Jones 

want  to  wait  in  lines 
or  wait  on  mail,  many  times  we 
find  we  do  not  want  to  wait  on 
God.  In  our  spiritual  lives,  wait¬ 
ing  on  God  to  answer  a  prayer 
or  wait  on  his  timing  for  some¬ 
thing  to  happen,  is  often  frus¬ 
trating  and  discouraging. 

As  Christians,  we  need  to 
realize  God  works  according  to 
his  timing,  and  even  during 
these  times  of  waiting,  God  is 
still  at  work  in  our  lives.  He 
even  allows  us  to  grow  in  our 
time  of  patiently  waiting. 

Wait  faithfully  (w.  5-7).  An 
important  lesstm  can  be  learned 


from  Zacharias  and 
Elizabeth.  That  is,  even 
when  we  must  wait  on 
something  we  deeply 
desire  and  pray  for,  we 
must  remain  faithful. 

Scripture  says  these  two 
faithful  servants  were 
"upright"  and  "blameless." 
Tfey  were  "well  along  in 
years,"  well  past  child¬ 
bearing  days,  yet  they 
remained  faithful  to  Gtid  and  h^ 
timing  and  will  in  their  life. 

How  many  ChrisHans  bxlay 
need  to  "wait  faithfully"  on 
God,  and  not  become  so  impa¬ 
tient  that  we  give  up  and  go  our 
own  way  trying  to  make  things 
happen?  We  need  to  learn  the 
discipline  of  waihng  on  GikI  and 
his  timing  and  will  for  our  life. 

Pray  persistently  (w.  11-16). 
We  see  in  verses  8-10,  Zacharias 
was  continuing  to  "wait  faith¬ 
fully"  and  was  chosen  to  enter 
theVioly  place  and  offer  incense. 
This  was  a  great  honor  present¬ 


ed  to  Zacharias  and  would  only 
happen  once  in  a  lifetime.  It  was 
here,  while  Zacharias  continued 
to  wait  and  serve,  that  his 
pr^ers  were  answered. 

Zacharias  no  doubt  had 
spent  many  years  in  prayer  for 
a  son.  How  many  times  have 
we  prayed  for  a  loved  one  to 
come  to  know  Christ,  or  for 
God  to  work  in  our  lives  only  to 
give  up  and  forget  about  the 
request  when  it  seemed  it 
would  not  be  answered?  I  am 
reminded  of  God's  promise  to 
his  children  in  Matt.  7:7-11.  Be 
persistent  in  your  prayers  and 
amazing  things  will  happen 
just  as  in  Zacharias'  case. 

Work  through  doubt  (w.  18- 
20).  When  the  angel  Gabriel 
revealed  God's  word  to 
Zacharias,  he  had  doubts  and 
had  to  suffer  negative  conse¬ 
quences  for  that  doubt.  God  has 
revealed  his  Word  to  us  in  the 
holy  scriptures,  and  yet  we  find 
ourselves  doubting  many  times. 


We  read  passages  like  Matt. 
7:7-11  and  we  doubt.  We  suffer 
negarive  consequences  as  well. 
Sometimes  that  means  not  being 
able  to  partake  of  the  whole 
blessing  God  would  like  to  share 
with  us.  When  we  doubt,  we 
must  work  through  it  and  return 
to  his  revelation,  the  Word, 
allowing  our  faith  to  mature. 

Celebrate  God's  faithfulness 
(w.  68-69,  76).  After  the  birth  of 
John  the  Baptist,  we  read  in  vv. 
57-67  that  Zacharias  praised 
God  for  all  he  had  done.  We, 
too,  need  to  celebrate  God's 
faithfulness  in  fulfilling  his 
promises  to  us.  We  are  to  contin¬ 
ually  praise  God  for  his  mighty 
works  and  for  allowing  us  to  be 
a  part  of  his  work. 

Even  in  today's  technologi¬ 
cally  advanced  world,  praise  is 
still  amDropriate  for  God's  chil¬ 
dren.  React  Psalm  150. 

Jo)ies^  is  associate  pastor/yoiith 
mitusler  at  Monticcllo  Cfnirch, 
Monticello. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Live  in  light 

1  John  l:l-2:2 


By  Carl  M.  White 


It  is  generally  accepted  that 
the  same  John  who  wrote  the 
Gospel  of  John  also  penned  the 
three  epistles  known  as  1,  2, 
and  3  John.  Though  he  never 
fully  identifies  himself,  it  is 
believed  that  this  is  the  son  of 
Zebedee,  the  di.sciple  of  Jesus. 

One  of  the  ways  biblical 
scholars  establish  common 
authorship  is  by  internal  evi¬ 
dence  sucn  as  themes  and  word 
usage.  For  example,  both  1  John 
and  the  Gospel  of  John  refer  to 
Christ  as  the  "Word"  and  use 
the  phrase  "eternal  life." 

Rejoicing  in  fellowship  (1:1- 
4).  The  result  of  the  preaching  of 
the  Gospel  is  the  con\  ersion  of 
men  ana  women  to  Christ.  Men 


and  women  who  have 
cc^me  to  faith  in 
Christ  form  a  unique 
fraternity. 

One  of  the  joys  of 
traveling  to  different  parts  of 
the  world  is  meeting  believers 
from  other  cultures.  Though 
there  is  much  that  .separates  u.s, 
a  common  faith  in  the  same 
Lord  brings  about  a  fellowship 
that  is  incomparable.  The  aged 
apostle  John  indicates  that  the 
presence  of  this  fellowship 
brings  him  great  joy,  and 
should  bring  believers  jov. 

Walking  in  the  light  (1:5-8). 
One  of  the  characteristics  of 
this  fellowship  is  the  experi¬ 
ence  of  what  John  calls  "walk¬ 
ing  in  the  light." 

There  are  seseral  possible 


White 


meanings  of  this  phrase. 
One  could  be  enlighten¬ 
ment.  W'alking  in  the 
light  means  living  with 
the  conscious  awareness 
of  God's  presence,  guid¬ 
ance,  ana  concern  with 
your  life.  Knowing 
God's  presence  can 
make  a  clifference  in  the 
face  of  difficulties. 

^  Another  possible 

meaning  is  to  live  life 
purely.  W'alking  in  the  light  is  to 
walk  in  righteousness,  not  in 
the  "darkness"  of  sin. 

A  third  meaning  could  be 
power.  John  says  "God  is 
light."  The  presence  of  light  is 
the  presence  of  power.  The 
light  of  the  sun  gives  growth 
power  to  both  the  plant  world 
and  the  human  world.  Light  is 
the  evidence  of  life.  If  you  see 
a  house  in  the  night  with 
lights  on,  it  indicates  someone 
is  home. 

This  is  certain,  "walking  in 
the  light"  is  to  be  right  with 
Gcxi,  while  "walking  in  dark¬ 


ness"  is  to  be  in  sin. 

Confessing  our  sins  (1:9-10). 
Since  walking  in  the  light  is 
necessary  for  true  fellowship 
with  God  and  one  another,  we 
must  have  a  way  to  deal  with 
the  sin  problem  of  "walking  in 
the  darlmess." 

God  dealt  with  the  sin  prob¬ 
lem  ultimately  in  Christ.  Jesus 
took  our  sins  on  himself  on  the 
cross,  freeing  us  from  the 
penalty  of  sin. 

Christians  must  deal  with 
sin  in  the  immediate  sense. 
Though  Christ  died  for  my  sins 
on  the  cross,  1  still  have  a  sinful 
nature  and  sin.  While  ultimate¬ 
ly  this  sin  is  paid  for,  the  tem¬ 
poral  result  is  a  break  in  the  fel¬ 
lowship  with  God  and  other 
believers.  Thus,  God  invites  us 
to  "confess  our  sins." 

There  have  always  been 
some  who  would  say,  "since 
Jesus  died  for  my  sins  on 
Calvary,  I  have  no  sin."  This  is 
a  false  teaching.  Jesus  Uwk  the 
ultimate  penalty  away,  but  the 
temporal  reality  remains. 


Confession  is  how  to  deal  with 
the  immediate  effect  sin  has  on 
fellowship  in  a  believer's  life. 

Trusting  our  advocate  (2:12). 
If  you  are  to  rely  on  your  own 
ability  to  be  good  to  maintain 
your  relationship  with  Christ 
and  others,  you  will  be  disap¬ 
pointed.  John  makes  it  clear  he 
does  not  want  his  brothers  and 
sisters  in  Christ  in  sin. 
However,  he  assures  them  that 
through  Christ,  God  is  able  to 
handle  their  lapses  and  failures. 
This  is  because  of  the  complete¬ 
ness  of  Christ's  work  as  a  pro¬ 
pitiation  for  our  sins  (Rom. 
3:23;  1  John  4:10). 

This  word  means  in  Christ's 
death  on  the  cross,  the 
demands  of  righteousness  and 
justice  are  met.  Thus,  our 
record  before  God  is  clean. 

The  complete  adequacy  of 
Christ  makes  us  free  to  enjoy 
the  fellowship  of  believers  tnat 
is  part  of  his  abundant  plan  for 
each  of  our  lives. 

White  is  a  member  of  First 
Church,  Clinton. 
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Time  of  preparing 

Matthew  3:1-8, 11-17 


By  Lynn  Jones _ 

I  heard  of  a  pastor  who  boast¬ 
ed  to  his  congregation  that  all 
the  time  that  he  needed  to  pre¬ 
pare  his  sermon  was  the  hme 
that  it  took  for  him  to  walk  the 
one  block  from  the  parsonage  to 
the  church  building.  After  hear¬ 
ing  him  preach  for  a  year,  the 
church  bought  a  new  parson¬ 
age,  ten  miles  outside  town. 

God  has  always  valued 
preparation.  He  even  sent  John 
the  Baptist  to  prepare  the  way 
for  the  beginning  of  Jesus'  pub¬ 
lic  ministry. 

Preparation  (vv.  1-6).  John 
the  Baptist  began  preaching  in 
the  wilderness  region  nortn  of 
the  Dead  Sea.  Matthew  said 
that  John's  ministry  was  the 


fulfillment  of  the 
prophecy  of  Isaiah.  He 
was  like  a  herald  who 
went  before  a  king  Jones 
preparing  the  way  for 
the  King's  coming.  His  message  i 
called  For  repentance.  As  per-  s 
sons  repentea  of  their  sins,  tney  j 
prepared  a  straight  road  over 
which  the  Messiah  could  come  1 
riding  into  their  souls.  f 

What  kind  of  twists  and  t 
turns  or  roadblocks  do  we  i 
throw  up  before  Christ's  entry  s 
into  our  lives?  How  easy  is  it  t 
for  him  to  enter  our  stmls?  ( 

The  most  striking  thing  about  t 
John's  ministry  was  that  ne  bap-  t 
tized  people  who  confessed  i 
their  sins.  For  this  reason,  he  t 
was  called  "the  Baptist,"  or  "the  £ 
Baptizer."  Previously,  only  pros-  ( 


elytes  has  been  baptized. 
For  proud  Jews,  submit¬ 
ting  to  John's  baptism 
reauired  humility. 

Warning  (vv.  7-8). 
When  many  of  the  reli¬ 
gious  leaders  of  the  day 
came  to  observe  his  bap¬ 
tism,  John  likened  them 
to  snakes  fleeing  an 
*  advancing  wildfire.  John 
warned  mem  that  if  they 
wanted  to  be  baptized  they  must 
show  evidence  in  their  fives  of 
genuine  repentance. 

A  pastor  called  a  man  who 
had  visited  Sunday's  worship 
service.  The  man's  answering 
machine  had  a  profane  greet¬ 
ing.  The  pastor  continued  to 
show  interest  in  the  man  until 
the  man  later  came  to  accept 
Christ  as  Savior.  On  the  Sunday 
that  the  man  made  his  commit¬ 
ment  to  Christ,  he  said  to  his 
pastor,  "Give  me  a  call.  There'll 
oe  a  different  messa^’  on  the 
answering  machine."  Receiving 
Christ  as  Savior  must  affect 


ever)'  area  of  our  lives. 

Promise  (w.  11-12).  A  spot¬ 
light  does  not  exist  to  call  atten¬ 
tion  to  itself  but  to  the  object  on 
which  it  is  focused.  John's  life 
was  a  spotlight  trained  upon 
Jesus  Christ.  John  consistently 
pointed  beyond  himself  to 
Christ.  John  emphasized  the 
superiority  of  Christ's  baptism 
over  his  own.  Jt^  baptized  with 
water,  but  Jesus  Christ  would 
baptize  with  tiie  Holy  Spirit. 

Water  is  but  a  symbol  of  new 
life;  the  ^irit  really  produces 
such  a  life.  Christ  will  also  bap¬ 
tize  widi  fire.  That  baptism  is 
defined  in  verse  12  as  being  the 
judgment  that  will  come  upon 
those  who  do  not  believe. 

Affinnation  (w.  13-17).  The 
account  of  John's  ministry  reach¬ 
es  a  climax  with  Jesus  coming  to 
be  baptized.  This  presented  a 
problem  to  John.  John's  baptism 
was  a  symbol  of  repentance  from 
sin,  but  John  knew  the  sinless 
quality  of  Jesus'  life.  Jesus  asked 
John  to  let  him  be  baptized.  Jesus 


said,  "It  is  proper  for  us  to  do  this 
to  fulfill  all  rightcxiusnc'ss." 

The  great  act  of  righteousness 
that  Jesus  would  accomplish  in 
his  life  would  be  his  death  for 
sinners  on  the  cross,  his  burial, 
and  his  resurrection.  His  bap¬ 
tism  symbolized  his  future 
death,  burial,  and  resurrection. 

Here  at  the  beginning  of  his 
public  ministry  he  publicly 
committed  himself  to  accom¬ 
plishing  that  mission.  The 
descent  of  the  Spirit  in  the  form 
of  a  dove  and  the  voice  of  the 
Father  from  heaven  affirmed 
Jesus  in  this  great  commitment. 

Forty  years  a^o  this  year  I 
went  forward  in  Plainview 
Baptist  Church  in  west  central 
Louisiana  to  make  my  public 
profession  of  faith  in  Jesus  Christ. 
I  thank  Gtxl  for  what  he  did  in 
my  life  that  day  and  in  all  the 
days  since.  If  you  will  come  to 
him  in  repentance  and  faith,  he 
will  do  his  mighty  work  in  you. 

Jones  is  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Booneville. 
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Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 

A  portion  of  The  Villa^'e  View  is  allcKated  each 
month  to  a  list  ot  Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory. 
Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to 
others  through  this  sensitive,  meaningful,  and  help¬ 
ful  medium.  This  feature  is  htipefully  designed  to 
further  honor,  w  ith  taste  and  respect,  those  who  are 
and  have  been  special  to  our  special  friends. 

NOVEMBER 
1-15,  1999 


Honors 


Kn>.  Bill  Bnimrield 
Hildcrhrand  SSC.  Immtinual 
BC- Vicksburg 
Dr.  &  Mrs.  Carl  Duck 
Mildred  &  Jumcs  Travis 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jimmy  Hartfleld 
Rev.  &  Mrs.  Howard  T. 
Scarbt)r(>ugh 
Mrs.  Mar>  Houston 
Ms.  Palsy  Pace 
Bro.  Jwy  Mciiill 
Hildcrhrand  SSC.  Immanual 
BC’  Vicksburg 
Mrs.  Maggie  McMullan 
Mrs.  Mamie  K  Roberts 
(■ary  Myers 
Ms.  Mary  Jo  Tyner 
Mrs.  Kulh  Myers 
Ms  Mary  J(» Tyner 
Mrs.  K.  K.  Rankin 
Mrs.  Orsillc  Byrd 
l.ynda  S^earingin 
Ms  Mary  JoTynei 
Mr  &  Mrs.  Lowery  Tackell 
A  I  ricnd 

Hoyt  &  \an  Tyner 
Ms  Mary  Jo  Tyner 

NOVEMBER 
1-15, 1999 
Memorials 

Mr.  Hilton  Horace  .Abernathy 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Paul  N.  Nielsen  Jr. 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  L.  C.  While 
Jackie  P.  Adams 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  David  Brtniks 
Mrs.  Alice  Adams 
Sieve,  Lynn  &  Siephannic 
Jcllenc 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thcnm  Poole 
Mrs.  (tayle  Brady  Allen 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Hiram  Davis  Jr. 
Mrs.  Mossic  Appletcm 

Crenshaw  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Artie  Arnold 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Paul  D.  Allen 
William  “Bill"  .Ashley 
Ms.  Margaret  H.  Durham 
Bessie  Duly  Aspan 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  B,  A.  Anders 
Galilee  Baplisi  (Thurch 
Bruce  Aultman 
Mr.  A  Mrs,  Roger  B.  Johnson 


Harold  Baldwin 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  J.  W.  C'arler 
.Mrs.  Ralph  Ballard 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  Ballard  A 
Family 

Mrs.  Mary  Margaret  Baroni 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Paul  D.  Allen 
Jonny  Barr 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  S.  S.  Crocker 

Mrs.  Joan  Barrett 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Billy  Mangold 
Mattie  W'allace  Barton 
Mrs.  Lorena  B.  Newman 
Mrs.  Ruth  Benton 
Mrs.  Charley  W.  Jones 
Virgil  Bigham.  HI 
.Vlr.  A  Mrs.  Allen  W.  Clark  II 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Arnold  Black 
Ms.  Eihcl  Coleman 
Imogene  Blackwell 
Happy  Timers.  Seminary  B(' 
Mr.  Robert  \.  Boland.  Jr. 

!>■.  A  Mrs  Jay  Cix)pcr 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Mas  Klaus 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  D.  Arnold 
Mrs.  Thelma  K.  Blackburn 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Charles  CrowllK*i. 
Edward  A  Carl 
Bonnie.  Dave  A  Greg  Mixirc 
Mr.  A  .Mrs.  James  Ballard  A 
Family 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  F.  H  Partridge 
The  Pete  Summers  Family 
-Mr.  A  Mrs  Douglas  M.  Ales 
Ms.  Jackie  Franco 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Allen  D,  Rooke  Jr. 
Priscilla  SSC.  FBC  Vicksburg 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  John  C  Campbell 
Ms.  Sarah  C.  Dennis 
Ms,  Mamie  C.  CJrilTin  A  Family 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  (iuy  Franco 
Joyce  A  Gary  Franco 
Mr.  L  T.  Gammon 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Waller  B.  M(x>rc 
Mrs.  Grace  Vh^s 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jack  Shows 
Dan.  Donna.  Madeline  A  Danie 
Smith 

Mr.  J.  L.  FraiHis 
John  Bolen 

Sam  A  Marjorie  Carter 
Frank  Boswell 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  J.  W.  (iarretl 
Mrs.  Mavis  Strahan  Boyles 
Mr  aiHl  Mrs  Thomas  A.  Ligon  Jr. 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  W.  E.  Rainey 
Jimmy  Bramlet 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Barry  Clark 
Mrs.  Marine  Brewer 
Mrs.  (>>ug  Mauldin 


Dr.  Robert  Bridge 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Theodore  C.  Miller 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Hiram  Bridges 
Ms.  Maggie  L.  MahalYey 
Ms.  Betty  Brumfield 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Keilh  Starrett 
Mother  of  Mrs.  Melissa  Burge 
Pine  Burr  Baptist  Church 
Hoover  A  Mildred  Burt 
Mrs.  Barbara  L.  McCracken 
T.  D.  A  Effie  Burt 
Mrs.  Barbara  L.  McCracken 
Opal  Burt 

Mrs.  Barbara  L.  McCracken 
Jeff  D.  Burton 
Ms.  Evron  B.  Burton 
Cody  Butler 
Mars  Hill  BC 
Mrs.  Ira  Cagle«  Sr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  Ballard  A 
Family 

Everette  A  Ruby  Carter 

Mrs.  F.  S.  Kaiser.  Sr. 

I'homas  V.  Case 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Roy  V.  Cloud 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  l..ouis  ('ausey 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Weslie  Causey 
Mrs.  Emma  Mae  Causey 
Liberty  BC  Adult  Choir 
Mrs.  Maggie  Cummins 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  W'allace  A.  Clay 
Mrs.  Ruby  Cummins 
Dorcas  SSC.Bowmar  Ave  BC- 
Vicksburg 

Faith  SSC.  FBC-Indianola 
Mrs.  J.  M.  Dallas 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Floyd  McCullough 
Quentin  Darnell 
Mrs.  Doriithy  W.  Shaw 
Eric  Davis 

Cindy  Davis  Alsworth 
Mrs.  Genola  Davis  Barlow 
.Mrs.  Minnie  Davis 
Lauderdale  City  Baptist  .AsstK 
Neddie  A  Sidney  Davis 
Ms.  Jean  Cockrell 
Mrs.  Marie  S.  Deaton 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Roger  B.  Johnson 
Carl  Dowdy 
Mrs.  Janeiro  L.  Cranage 
Mr.  ('.  L  Ebey 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Carl  J.  Hedglin 
Mrs.  Kvie  Edwards 
Mrs.  Frances  W.  Hamncr 
Mr.  A  Mrs,  Glen  King 
Lauderdale  Cty  Baptist 
Association 
Mrs,  C'indy  Embry 
Red  l.ick  BC 
Mr.  S.  R.  Evans.  Sr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Glenn  Doty  III 
\'era  Evans 

Concord  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Priscilla  Fahren/ 

Mr.  JanK's  W,  Kitchens 
IRmglas  B.  “Mutt"  Fkiyd 
Mr  A  Mrs.  James  B.  Wilstm 
Helen  Ford 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  Lynn  Tisdale 
Vfr.  A  Mrs.  William  (tlenn 
tCtay)  Freeman 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Alton  L.  Fields 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  W'm.  T.  Campbell 
Mrs.  Bellye  J.  Campbell 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Darwin  Estep 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Raiuly  I.aslsch 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Hoyle  C. 

Pennington 
Ann  Arruild 
Bill  Ratlin 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Philip  C. 

Pennington 
Bill  A  Barbara  Martin 
l.ouise  (tammons 
Ruby  Hales 
Kathy  Monigi«iK*ry 
Polly  <»atewood 
Ora  BC-Seminary 
Dorothy  (iilmer 
Gloria  Green  A  family 
Danny  Res  (tregory 
lss;iqiiena  County  Farm  Bureau  ' 
Sharkey  County  Farm  Bureau 
Mr.  AnthiNiy  W'.  ("hnsiian 
Ms.  Lirkki  While 
Progressive  Casually  Insuranc 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Grover  C’.  Eakes 
Mrs  Bea  Flaherty 
Tom  Hairston 
Mrs.  James  A.  Banicti 
Bni.  Jackie  (  arnill  Hamilton 
Ella  Dabbs  W  MC.  FBC 
Quitman 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ralph  Boykin 
.Austin  Smith  Family 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Janx's  R  Blair 
Mrs.  Mildred  Hanvey 
l>r.  A  Mrs  Roy  W.  DaughdnII 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Billy  Mangold 
Ben  Harris 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Don  Evans 


E.  (L  Harris 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Phillip  Hilton 
Mrs.  Fannie  Harris 
Mary'  Ruth  Gale 
Ms.  Barbara  Gibson 
Mrs.  Mildred  Harvey 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Carl  S.  Bo/eman 
Myrtis,  Jimmy  A  Cathye 
Harper 

Mrs.  Mary  Harwell 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  W.  S.  Cook  Jr. 

Mrs.  Hazel  Hawkins 
Mrs.  Jewel  Segars 
Mrs.  Claudie  Hayes 
Mrs.  David  Thompson 
Mrs.  Polly  Henley 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ted  Dear 
Mr.  W.  T.  Hewitt 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Allen  W.  Clark  II 
Mrs.  Kloyce  Hollinger 
Marshalene  A  Lee  Gillespie 
Farrol  D.  Hollomon 
Mrs.  John  H.  NVblbrechl 
Mr.  Sidney  Hood 
•Mr.  A  Mrs.  Billy  .Mangold 
(■avion  Hubbert 
Austin  Smith  Family 
Dennis  Huff 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Tommy  D.  Turney 
Ms.  Martha  N.  Wall 
Mrs.  Elma  C.  Hughey 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Vernon  Hay  good  Sr. 
Mr.  Thomas  W.  BrtK'k 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  E^^Clark 
.Mrs.  Hazel  Hurdle 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  W'.  S.  Cook  Jr. 
('ecil  “Curley"  Hymun 
Ota  BC-Seminary 
Ed  Jeffrey  s 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Steve  Shurden 
Mr  Hollis  Johnson 
Mr.  A  .MrN.  Ralph  Kolb 
Harvey  Jones 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ijion  Burrage 
I  Jnda  Jones 
Ms.  Vi\i;ui  S.  Smith 
Mr.  Kenny  Maiiton  Jones 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jimmie  Manton 
Mr.  R.  B.  Jones 
Mrs.  R.  B.  Jimes 
Mr.  Romey  .{ones 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Richard  Eslos  Jr. 
Myrtle  C.  Jones 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  R.  Wayinirc 
Wade  .Iordan 
Concord  Baptist  C'hurch 
Mrs.  Nina  Joy  ner 
Rev.  A  Mrs.  Glen  .M.  Nelson  Jr. 


Stephanie  Morris  of  the  Farrow  Manor  Campus  in  Independence  was 
elected  as  10th  grade  homecoming  maid  at  Independence  High  School. 
She  is  escorted  by  Ed  Nixon,  BCV  area  administrator  for  North  Mississippi. 


Mrs.  Ida  keen 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  R.  McClure 
Preston  Kelly 
Mrs.  Fannye  Pollan 
Sally  Love  Kennedy 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Allen  W.  Clark  II 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Calton  J.  Eilwards 
Mr.  Joe  Kinard 
Mrs.  1X>I  CirilTin 
Kermit  S.  King 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Horace  I-  Kerr 
Mrs.  Mcra  C.  Hall 
Marion  King 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Elvis  L.  Graves 
Miss  Eva  knight 
Mrs.  Helen  G.  Cade 
Rev.  Bill  Lee 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  CJeorge  W.  Bilbo 
Eva  Nell  Lewis 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Billy  W.  Armstrong 
Lauren  A  Jewel  Matthews 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Charles  H.  'nHxnlon 
Odell  Lindsey 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  G.  G.  Morgan 


Julia  W.  Lowery 
Mrs.  Edna  W'.  Reynolds 
Mr.  Wayne  Luquire 
Steve.  Lynn  A  Siephannie 
Jellenc 

Buddy  Luster 
Ruby  Hales 
Kathy  .Montgomery 
Mrs.  Josie  Lee  Waters  Luster 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Richard  Fsies  Jr. 
Boh  Majure 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  R.  Harold  Hinton 
Mrs.  Ibdiy  Maloney 
Mrs.  James  A.  Barnett 
James  A  Annie  Lou  Knight 
Barbara  McC  oy 
Mrs.  Spurgeon  Ctxipcr 
Mr.  Carl  Meintire 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Norman  O’Neal 
Major  (leneral  Robert  “Bob" 
C.  McNeel 

Mrs.  Ada  Mae  Hickman 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  .Mahon  Kelley 
Charivc  Sue  Burton 
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Fellowship  BC-Taylorsville 


The  Baptist  Children’s  Village 

is  offering  you  the  opportunity  to  purchase 

“Memorable  Meals” 

A  cookbook  celebrating  our  100th  year  in  childcare. 


Make  checks  payable  to: 


The  Baptist  Children's  Village 
P.  O.  Box  27 

Clinton,  MS  39060-0027 


Name 


Address 


Telephone 


Quantity  Ordered 


Cost  is  $5  plus  $1.95  shipping  and  handling. 
e-mail:  bcvl@misnet.com 


name's  Ravi  ready  for  Hindu  controversy 


ALPHARETTA,  GA.  (BP)  — 
As  a  native  of  India  and  a  for¬ 
mer  Hindu,  N.S.R.K.  Ravi  is 
ideally  suited  to  coordinate 
interfaith  evangelism  training 
on  Hinduism  for  the  North 
American  Mission  Board 
(NAMB)  —  and  when  a  prayer 
guide  for  Hindus  recently  was 
released  by  the  International 
Mission  Board  (IMB),  he  knew 
perhaps  better  than  most  what 
the  response  might  be. 

What  the  controversy  has 
illustrated,  Ravi  said,  is  the  grow¬ 
ing  dominance  of  Philosophical 
Hinduism  on  the  worldwide 
stage  —  particularly  its  influence 
on  western  New  Age  philosophy. 
Under  this  paradigm,  all  patns  to 
God  are  acceptable  —  except 
those  that  do  not  hold  the  same 
inclusive  view. 

“By  tra\’eling  the  countr\’  for 
five  Years  1  could  not  ha\'e 
raised  this  much  awareness," 
said  Ravi,  an  associate  on 
NAMB's  interfaith  evangelism 
team.  "God  in  his  sovereign 
wisdom  is  going  to  do  some¬ 
thing  good  out  of  this.  At  least 
our  people  will  be  aware  of  the 
increasing  Hindu  population  in 
the  United  States  and  their 
influence  on  societv  and  reli¬ 
gious  belief,  and  be  able  to  prav 
for  them  more  effecti\'elv." 

Tlie  IMB  bixiklet  that  has  bet'n 
the  target  of  so  much  criticism 
describes  Hindus  as  "more  than 
9(X1  million  people  lost  in  the 
hopeless  darkness  of  Hinduism." 
It  goes  on  to  sav;  "Pray  that 
Hindus,  who  celebrate  the  festi- 
\'al  of  lights  (known  as  Divali), 
would  become  aware  of  the  dark¬ 
ness  in  their  hearts  that  no  lamp 
can  di.spel." 

Protests  ha\  e  since  erupted  in 
various  cities,  including  one  at 
Second  Church  of  Houston  and 
another  in  Atlanta.  Also,  several 
Hindu  and  Indian-American 
organizations  ha\’e  complained 
to  government  officials  express¬ 
ing  outrage  at  the  assertions. 

The  IMB  has  since  issued  a 
statement  expressing  regret 
about  the  reaction,  wnile 
explaining  its  intent.  "The  lan¬ 
guage  in  the  prayer  guide  was 
chosen  to  communicate  to 
Southern  Baptists,  not 
Hindus,"  the  statement  said, 
"and  the  truths  in  it,  as  we 
understand  them,  are  rooted  in 
the  Bible,  the  book  we  believe 
to  be  God's  revealed  Word. 

"It  is  distressing  to  us  that 
elements  of  the  guide  ma\’  have 
offended  our  Hindu  neighbors 
and  for  that  we  are  profoundly 
sorrw  We  understand  that  the 
good  news  of  God's  sa\  ing  Io\  e 
in  Jesus,  the  Savior,  may  be 
offensive  to  some  but  never 
was  it  our  intent  to  express  that 
lo\  e  in  an  offensive  wav." 

Ravi,  whi>  holds  a  Ph.D.  in 
missions  and  theology,  said  part 
of  the  uproar  is  due  to  the  mul- 
tifaceteo  nature  of  Hinduism 
itself.  It  is  based  on  a  collection 
of  s<icred  writings  panning  a 
periixi  of  almost  zOOO  years. 

While  Popular  Hinduism, 
for  instance,  includes  the  wor¬ 
ship  of  as  many  as  330  million 


different  gods,  the  vocal  oppo¬ 
nents  of  the  prayer  guide  nave 
been  adherents  of 

Philosophical  Hinduism.  For 
them,  Hinduism  is  a  univ'ersal 
message  for  mankind,  and  their 
god  at  least  in  some  sense  is 
monotheistic  —  a  pantheis¬ 
tic /New  Age  concept  of  god  as 
the  sum  of  all  consciousness. 

"I  ev'en  had  a  conversation 
just  an  hour  ago  with  a  follow¬ 
er  of  Popular  Hinduism,  and  he 
did  not  see  [the  prayer  guide's 
assertions]  as  offensive  at  all," 
Ravi  said.  "He  was  basically 
saying  evervone  has  a  right  to 
practice  thefr  own  religion." 

Adding  to  the  response  has 
been  the  growing  political 
power  of  the  Hindu  influence 
worldwide,  as  well  as  the 
Hindus'  sense  of  moral  outrage 
at  an  American  "Christian"  cul¬ 
ture  that  they  see  as  anvthing 
but  reflective  of  a  high  moral 
standard. 

"The  questions  I'm  getting 
are  things  like,  'What  kind  of 
moral  authoritv  do  vou  have  to 
sav  we  are  in  the  efark?'"  Rav  i 
said.  His  answers,  of  course, 
have  centered  on  the  fact  that 
both  the  proclamation  of  an 
exclusive  gospel  and  prayer  are 
simplv  inseparable  from 
Christian  faith  and  practice. 

"What  the)'  are  saving  is  yi>u 
should  not  prixiaim  the  gospel 
to  Hindus,  and  that's  not  true  at 
all,"  Ravi  said.  "It  is  mandated 
from  the  Lord  to  prcKlaim  the 
gospel  and  to  praj',  which  is  part 
of  practicing  the  Christian  faith." 


Jesus  Christ 


*Rgijuests  ihe  Honor j 
ofJburTresence  L 
in  Heaven!  ■ 


Yor  Can  Rk.sp«\i)  Ri(;ht  Now! 

Simply  sluin’  rite  followini>  prayer 

with  G(hI  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lord.  I  admit  that  1  need  you. 

(I  have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my  sins 
anti  freedom  from  eternal  death. 

(I  repent.) 

3.  I  believe  lesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  B\  faith.  I  invite  Jesus  Christ 
into  my  life.  From  this  time 
on.  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving 
relationship  with  him. 

<1  receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

linl  as  many  as  received  him.  to 
them  he  yave  the  riylit  to  Iwcome 

children  iil  (Jod.  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name  (John  1 . 12 1. 


HINDUISM  REVEALED —  As  an  intertaifh  evangelism  associate 
for  the  North  American  Mission  Board,  N.S.R.K.  Ravi  coordinates 
training  and  materials  relating  to  Hinduism.  A  native  of  India,  Ravi 
accepted  Christ  as  a  teenager  after  experiencing  disillusionment 
with  Hindu  teachings.  Neighbors  and  family  believed  that  his  dis¬ 
ability  —  brought  on  by  polio  at  an  earlv  age  —  was  a  result  of  mis¬ 
deeds  in  a  former  life.  (BP  photo) 


Ravi  initially  was  rejected  Isv 
his  family  —  made  an  outcast 
—  because  of  his  decision  to 
accept  Christ.  He  was  from  a 
high  caste  and  a  wealthv  fami¬ 
ly,  and  Christians  were  auto¬ 
matically  forced  into  the  lowest 
of  the  castes. 

After  17  years,  his  parents, 
w'ho  still  live  in  India,  also 


became  followers  of  Christ. 

Ra\  i  said  he  tries  to  use  sen¬ 
sitive  language  when  talking 
with  Hinoiis  so  as  not  to  alien¬ 
ate  them. 

"Like  manv  religions, 
Hinduism  has  some  spiritual 
truth  —  by  natural  revelation  of 
God  to  e\  erv  man  as  revealed 
in  Psalm  ]9/’  Ravi  said. 


If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact 
a  local  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


Rim  ;(v’  Ph  n. 

Coiiiifflni\: 
h'irsi  CfMrih,  lack'MVr 


By  Charles  Marx 
copyright  1999 


I  have  a  friend  who  is  consider-  have  all  the  answers;  you  need 
ing  a  dh'orcc  and  I'm  the  only  per-  to  simply  be  there  for  her  as  a 
son  she's  told.  What  should  I  do?  source  of  strength  and  support. 

You  am  her  friend,  not  her  Here  come  the  holidaits  again, 
lawyer  or  therapist.  In  your  let-  and  my  children  want  eien/hiing 
ter  you  refenvd  to  the  many  they  see.  How  can  I  help  them  to 
issues  that  she  is  facing.  Allov'v  he  thankful  for  what  they  already 
your  friend  to  list  her  options  haiv? 
and  help  her  determine  which 

issues  can  and  cannot  be  Maybe  this  anonymous 
changed.  Spend  time  in  prayer  commentary  will  help, 
with  your  friend.  Read 

Scripture  together  —  especiallv  I  am  thankful  for; 

Jer.  29,  Phil.  4,  and  Heb.  11-12.  ♦  the  mess  to  clean  after  a 

Read  the  pa.ssages  that  address  party,  because  it  means  I  am 
divorce,  such  as  1  Cor.  7  and  surrounded  by  friends. 

Matt.  5.  Divorce  is  not  GikI's  ♦  the  taxes’!  pay,  Ix'cause  it 
best  for  an)'  relationship,  means  I'm  empktved. 

Marriage  is  a  living  testimonv  of  ♦  the  clothes  that  fit  a  little 
GixJ's  kne  for  his  church,  "but  tiK»  snug,  l>ecause  it  means  1 
vou  referred  to  the  fact  that  she  have  enough  to  eat. 
is  being  physical!)'  abused.  She  ♦  the  shadow  who  watches 
has  a  resptmsibilit)'  to  protect  me  w’ork,  becau.se  it  means  1 

the  body  Gixl  gave  her.  Your  am  out  in  the  sunshine, 

presence,  encouragement,  and  ♦  a  lawn  that  needs  mow- 
love  are  essential  in  this  puvess.  ing,  windows  that  need  clean- 

Do  not  underestimate  the  ing,  and  gutters  that  need  fix- 

impact  you  can  make  in  your  ing,  because  it  means  I  have  a 

friend's  life.  You  don't  have  to  home. 


♦  all  the  complaining  I  hear 
about  our  goxernment, 
because  it  means  we  have  free¬ 
dom  of  speech. 

♦  my  huge  heating  bill, 
because  it  means  I  am  warm. 

♦  the  lady  behind  me  in 
church  who  sings  off  key, 
because  it  means  1  can  hear. 

♦  the  piles  of  laundry  and 
ironing  because  it  means  my 
loved  ones  are  nearby. 

♦  weariness  and  aching 
muscles  at  the  end  of  the  day, 
because  it  means  1  have  been 
productive. 

♦  the  alarm  that  goes  off  in 
the  early  morning  hours, 
because  it  means  that  I'm 
alive! 


SGK  HERE  SYE  ITFW 


NTQET  SYE  RANG  AG 


MAAK  MYADGK;  RDET  SR 


FQBE  (^1,  SGK  UYQGM 
XAYIT  XYD(^I,  RA|F  ITQYI- 


WXAPK.  RAIE  R(^LIW,  SGK 


ISYV  XADY;  INEGIVV 


Kind  of  puts  things  in  per¬ 
spective,  dwsn't  it?  Children 
who  learn  the  value  of  "no" 
learn  that  there  are  conse- 
ouences  for  their  actions  and 
that  there  is  a  price  to  be  paid 
for  their  material  desires.  Tliis  is 
discipline  and  respect,  all  tied 
into  a  great-kK)king  package. 

SeitJ  your  coiinsoliny  qucstioits  to  LifcAiis-u<crs  c/o  The  Biiplist  Record.  P.O.  Box  5.W,  lackMut,  MS  S9205-05.M).  PleiiH’  be  brief. 
Name  is  not  required.  Rememlvr:  in  time  of  crisis,  your  pastor  can  make  recommendations  on  i/our  counseling  needs. 


Clue:  I  =  M 

Have  tun  with  cryptoyraphy  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledye.  A 
Kiny  lames  Wrsion  BiNe  verse  has 
been  ern  txled  by  letter  sulystitution. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
thriHiyhoul  the  puizle  Solve  by 
trial  ami  error.  Anssser  to  last  wes’k 's 
puzzle:  Luke  Six:  Fort\'-Four 


The  Baptist  Rexord 


December  2, 1999 


